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A MESSAGE FOR PASSOVER

Every year we remind the participants at the Passover table 
that the recounting of the experience is a “Haggadah,” 
a telling, and not a “Kriyah,” a reading. What’s the 
difference? A reading is simply going by the script 
of what’s on the page. A telling, on the other hand, 
requires both creativity, and the art, making the story 
pop. While the words on the page of the Haggadah have 
been the basis for the Passover Seder for thousands 
of years, they are merely jumping off points for rituals, 
conversations, and teaching the Passover narrative to 
our children and to each other. Taking part in a fulfilling 
Seder isn’t about reading every word on the page, but rather 
making the words that you do read come to life.

Look no further than the famous Haggadah section of the Four Children to remind us 
of our responsibility to make the Seder interesting for every kind of participant. The 
Haggadah offers us four different types of Seder guests, the wise one, the rebellious one, 
the simple one, and the one who doesn’t know how to ask. We are given guidelines for how 
to explain the meaning of Passover to each of them. The four children remind us that each 
type of person at the table requires a different type of experience, and it’s the leader’s job 
to make the narrative relevant for each of them. Not only is creativity required, but so is 
the differentiation between personality types. In addition to the four children, we will also 
have agnostics, non-Jews, Jews-of-color,  traditionalists, secular Jews, and everything in 
between. The Passover narrative shapes who we are, but so too do our own backgrounds 
shape the way that we see and understand the Passover experience.

To enliven your Passover holiday, we hope that you’ll use our guide to find Passover 
events, Haggadah inserts, activities for kids, recipes, wine recommendations, and more. 
Make sure to check out our JCOH Haggadah, which you can print and use at your own 
Passover Seders. Of course, we wish everyone a “Happy Passover,” but we also want to 
wish you a meaningful Passover. May the Haggadah fill your table with the richness of 
our tradition, and may you bring the narrative to life for everyone at your table with your 
own personal touches of creativity and ingenuity.

Chag Sameach,

A Message for Passover

Rabbi Joshua Franklin Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi 
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A MESSAGE FROM RABBI JOSHUA FRANKLIN

In Grief, We Learn To Sweeten the 
Bitterness (Maror) of Others
An Excerpt From Rabbi Franklin’s Forthcoming Book  
“Where Are You: Finding Yourself in the Bible”
“�The Psalmist said that in his affliction, he learned the law of God. And in truth, grief is a great teacher, when 
it sends us back to serve and bless the living. We learn how to counsel and comfort those who, like ourselves, 
are bowed with sorrow. We learn to keep silent in their presences, and when a word will assure them of our love 
and concern. Thus, even when they are gone, the departed are with us, moving us to live as, in their higher 
moments, they themselves wished to live. We remember them now; they live in our hearts; they are a blessing.” 
— Rabbi Chaim Stern

When I join families in their grief during shiva, I often share this liturgical piece. Shiva, the seven-day mourning period following the burial in Jewish 
tradition, involves families receiving comfort from visitors who provide food and companionship. During these times of sorrow, people often resort 
to clichéd consolations like: “they’re in a better place now,” “God doesn’t give you more than you can handle,” or “everything happens for a reason.” 
Such platitudes, while well-intentioned, can be more hurtful than helpful. We too often feel the need to try to say the right thing, even when we 
don’t have the right thing to say. Bitterness cannot be sweetened with trite words that we don’t even ourselves believe. And even when we have 
impactful words to offer, mourners may not be ready to hear them. Rabbi Chaim Stern’s words are not a one-size-fits-all expression of what to say 
to the mourner. But used correctly, they offer those in one of the most bitter periods in their lives an avenue to lean into their bitterness, and use 
it as a tool for growth and blessing. 

Rabbi Shimon Ben Gamliel, reflecting on how God sweetens the bitter waters of Mara, notes that God uses an olive tree, known for its bitterness, 
for this purpose. He interprets this as God healing bitterness with bitterness (מרפא את המר במר). The remedy for grief isn’t always found in its 
opposite, but rather in understanding and embracing the nature of our sorrow. It’s about acknowledging our emotions, not masking them with 
hollow words (Mekhilta D’Rabbi Yishmael, Vayassa 1:17).

When my family buried my mother-in-law Carol  after a year-long struggle with lung cancer, we all partook in the Jewish tradition of shoveling 
earth on her casket. The tradition requires mourners to at least cover the casket with a layer of earth before reciting a prayer of mourning known as 
the Kaddish. Typically, the cemetery workers fill in the rest of the grave after the family leaves, but I decided to stay behind to finish the job myself. 
I wasn’t even halfway done when my hands started to swell. A blood blister on my right  palm below the ring on my left ring-finger turned a deep 
crimson. The sides of both hands had by now throbbed with cuts. I hadn’t brought gloves, and the old and well-used wooden handle of the shovel 
wasn’t kind to my hands, it felt like sandpaper against my skin. I clenched my teeth, and grimaced through shovel after shovel, in what seemed like 
an endless task. I was in no rush, though, to the chagrin of the cemetery manager who scowled at me as if my mourning was an inconvenience to 
him. Perhaps his insurance company required him to supervise. In some ways, I felt this was the last act of love that I could offer to Carol, but it was 
mostly about confronting the bitter pill of loss, feeling in my hands the way that my heart felt on the inside, and facing the reality that my mother-
in-law Carol was truly gone. Yes, filling in her grave was painful both physically and emotionally, but it was also cathartic. It was healing my spiritual 
bitterness with physical bitterness. My hands and my back ached, but my heart somehow felt a bit lighter and slightly mended.

Jewish mourning rituals encourage mourners to actively engage with their grief, rather than conceal it in 
their subconscious. Through a practice known as kriyah (tearing), individuals tear their clothes as a visceral 
representation of their inner turmoil and devastation. They wear their brokenness not only for the world to 
see, but to be reminded themselves that one of the first steps to healing is embracing the feeling of bitterness. 
Beyond the period of mourning, when the torn clothes are put aside, Jews often keep the wounds of grief open 
through telling stories of their loved ones, by continuing to recite Mourner’s Kaddish, and by embracing the 
bitterness one painful act at a time. No, we don’t move on from our grief, rather we just learn to move with it. 
The Jewish way is not the fun or easy way; but is rooted in the belief that it’s a healthy way to process an ongoing 
painful void that loss leaves in our lives. Bitterness is not only a great teacher, but a great healer. 

The process of healing from grief involves a challenging journey through the layers of our sorrow. It’s about 
finding meaning and growth in our suffering, much like the olive tree which, despite its initial bitterness, 
eventually yields fruit and oil that are cherished for their richness and depth. In the moments of our deepest 
grief, we are offered an opportunity to grow, to develop a deeper compassion for ourselves and others, and to 
connect more profoundly with the complexities of human emotion. Rabbi Stern’s words and Rabbi Shimon Ben 
Gamliel’s interpretation together weave a narrative that invites us to view grief not just as a bitter experience to 
be sweetened, but as a profound teacher that shapes us into more empathetic and understanding beings.

Rabbi Joshua Franklin
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A MESSAGE FROM CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI 

Mourning and Memory Learning and Living
Last year, moments before Passover, my mother took her last breath. As a 
family, we were faced with the difficult choice of burying her immediately 
or waiting until Chol hamoed Pesach for her funeral. The decision was to 
bury her immediately, and so the day before Passover, we had a graveside 
funeral.

Last year’s Passover was a blur for me. I have little memory of what I did or 
where I was. Did I clean my kitchen, did I change my dishes, did I attend a 
seder?  I thought after last year, this year would be normal, but no, this year 
I feel as though I am living in a nightmare of emotions. I have always said 
that we, as a Jewish people have mastered the art of mourning, we got it 

right, we bring people to healing through the rituals of shiva, sheloshim, and yahrzeit. However, those 
of you who are more familiar with Jewish law know that when we have a seven-day holiday, the laws of 
mourning are suspended. I never got the opportunity to sit shiva and be “comforted” as I spent a week 
sitting with family and friends and remembering my mother. It has forever changed the way I feel about 
many of our mourning rituals and burial customs.

I feel like my job, as a member of the clergy is to always help people understand what the “traditional 
laws” are and then to allow and to guide people to make decisions that are best for them and their 
family. We are not orthodox Jews, and we need not try to be or make apologies for not being what I will 
call Halachic Jews, Jews who follow the strict laws and rabbinic interpretations of those laws.

I take great pride in having the depth of knowledge that has been given to me both in my childhood, 
growing up more traditionally and in my years studying for both becoming a cantor and a rabbi. I take 
great comfort in knowing that I can find the sources that can help me make decisions and help guide 
others as they navigate their Judaism. I am humbled by the teachers I have had and find immense 
gratitude in the teaching that I have been able to bring to the next generation.

I want to encourage each member of the JCOH to study, to learn, to ask questions and to create your 
Jewish journey. Spring is a time of renewal, renew your commitment to Judaism, to our synagogue, and 
to your family.

Wishing you all a Very Sweet Passover,

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

Glossary of Jewish Terms — Build your Jewish library of words
Chol hamoed Pesach — The intermediate days of Passover
Shiva — The first seven days of mourning
Sheloshim — The thirty days after the burial of a loved one
Yahrzeit — The anniversary of a loved one’s death, observed every year
Halacha — Jewish laws that come from written and oral Torah
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Second Night Community Seder
Thursday, April 2, 5:00pm

East End Women’s Seder
Tuesday, April 7, 5:00pm

Passover Yizkor Service
Wednesday, April 8, 10:00am

Celebrate the 7th day of Passover with Jewish Center 
of the Hamptons. This service includes a festival liturgy 
with hallel, readings from the Torah, and a Yizkor service 
to remember our loved ones who are no longer with us.

PASSOVER SEDERS & SERVICES

Model Seder for Families
Sunday, March 29, 10:00am

Interfaith Passover Seder
Monday, March 30 6:00pm

Have A Joyous First Night Seder
Wednesday, April 1

Passover Morning Service
Thursday, April 2, 10:00am

Join our Passover Morning Service as we celebrate our 
freedom, the redemption from slavery, and our journey 
towards Sinai. We’ll be reading the traditional Torah 
readings, as well as pieces from Shir HaShirim (the Song 

of Songs), which is traditionally read on Passover.

PASSOVER SEDERS & SERVICES
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MODEL SEDER FOR FAMILIES

Open to all ages
Registration is required

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 
10:00AM

Experience the warmth and joy of tradition 
and community at Model Seder for Families. 
Join us as we journey through the Passover 

story, with rituals and discussions tailored for 
families. This immersive experience will guide 

you through the Exodus narrative and promises 
to be an unforgettable experience for all ages.

Register at jcoh.org/families — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

IN-PERSON
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INTERFAITH PASSOVER SEDER

Jewish Center of the Hamptons and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
invite you to join us for a meaningful Interfaith Passover Seder, an 
evening of learning, ritual, and shared reflection.
The Passover seder is one of the most iconic and enduring Jewish 
rituals—a storytelling experience centered on memory, redemption, 
and the ongoing human journey from slavery to freedom.  
For Christians, the symbols of the seder resonate deeply with familiar 
rituals and narratives, including those surrounding Jesus and the Last 
Supper. Eggs, matzah, and bread—whether matzah or wafer—carry 
layers of meaning that speak across traditions, inviting conversation 
rather than comparison.
Together, we will explore how these shared symbols illuminate both 
our similarities and our differences, and how the universal message 
of Passover—liberation, dignity, and hope—continues to speak 
powerfully in our world today.

Register at jcoh.org/interfaith — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
IN-PERSON

MONDAY, MARCH 30 | 6:00PM
TELLING THE STORY TOGETHER

Rabbi Josh Franklin

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

Benjamin Shambaugh
Rector, St. Luke’s 

• MEMBERS OF JCOH AND ST. LUKE’S ONLY
• $20 PER PERSON — BUFFET STYLE DINNER
• LOCATION — HOIE HALL, ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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THURSDAY, APRIL 2 | 5:00PM

Second Night 
Community Seder

$125 per person (MEMBER)
$150 per person (SHUL HOUSE)
$150 per person (GUEST OF MEMBER)
$75 per child (AGES 5-13)

FREE per child (UNDER AGE 5) 

Passover dietary restrictions will be observed.
Pre-registration is required.

RSVP DEADLINE MARCH 26
To join us, visit jcoh.org/passover 
or call 631-324-9858

Join your JCOH Community for a wonderful 
Passover experience filled with a delicious 
dinner, including wine, fun and laughs!

SECOND NIGHT COMMUNITY SEDER
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SECOND NIGHT COMMUNITY SEDER

Community Seder
S E C O N D  N I G H T

Gefilte Fish 
Chopped Liver

Chicken Matzoh Ball Soup

BBQ Chicken
Beef Brisket

Farfel
Broccoli Soufflé

Roasted Potatoes
Stir Fry Vegetables

Tzimmes

Macaroons
Assorted Cookies

Starters

Entrées & Sides

Desserts
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Please join us for our Women’s Seder at Jewish Center of the Hamptons. This year, as we 
mark the fifteenth anniversary of the passing of Debbie Friedman, we will come together to 

celebrate the Women’s Seder that she made so popular in her years.
We will sing her songs and celebrate the strength of women in Judaism. 

We will dance with timbrels in our hands and embrace one another in friendship.
A light buffet dinner will be served.

Cost: $36 Member | $54 Guest of Member

Register at jcoh.org/womens — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
IN-PERSON

TUESDAY, APRIL 7 | 5:00PM

EAST END WOMEN’S SEDER
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SHABBAT GUEST: PHILIP SCHULTZ

VIRTUAL IN-PERSON
Register at jcoh.org/schultz — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

Philip Schultz is the author of nine poetry collections, 
including the Pulitzer Prize–winning Failure. The founder and 
director of The Writers Studio, he has been teaching creative 
writing since 1971. He lives in East Hampton, New York.

A Pulitzer Prize–winning poet examines the lives and sacrifices of his foremothers 
in his most personal collection yet.

Philip Schultz is famous for his empathetic explorations of male shortcomings, 
primarily those of his late father. Enormous Morning, his incisive new volume, 
reflects on the sacrifices of women in their roles as mothers, wives, and friends, 
including those of his own mother, who was forced to support the family in the face 
of his father’s financial ruin. The collection ends with a long poem, “Something and 
Nothing,” that pays homage to the Arshile Gorky painting The Artist and His Mother.

But the poems are also political in scope. Schultz weaves these personal stories 
into the broader tapestry of our political moment, reflecting on the fragility of 
democracy, including the January 6 insurrection, and those who are willing to 
sacrifice themselves to preserve it. Intimate, vulnerable, and inviting, Enormous 
Morning cements Schultz as our greatest chronicler of compassion.

SPECIAL 
GUEST
SPEAKER

Philip Schultz

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE 

Saturday, April 11 | 10:00am

PULIT ZER PRIZE-WINNING P OE T
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YOM HASHOAH SERVICE

Dr. Bernie Furshpan, the son of Holocaust survivors, has devoted his life to sharing 
his family’s story and promoting tolerance. After a diverse career that included 
chiropractic work, media, and co-owning the original Gotham Comedy Club, he 
became vice chairman of the Holocaust Memorial and Tolerance Center of Nassau 
County, where he educates young people and shares lessons of resilience and 
humanity, emphasizing that there is only one human race.

About Bernie Furshpan

Join us on Sunday morning, as we commemorate Yom HaShoah with a brief yet moving service, 
followed by a movie and speaker. In our service, we highlight the next generation of Holocaust 

survivors whom we call upon to help us remember and to never forget. 

A moving part of our service is the recitation of names of those whom we as a congregation lost in 
the Holocaust. If you have family members whose names you would like to add, call 631-324-9858 

or email office@jcoh.org no later than April 1 so we can include their name in our service.

We want to acknowledge the present chairperson of our Yom HaShoah ceremony, Charlotte Sasso 
and the past chairpersons, Sam Latner z’l and Alan York z”l. Collectively and in memory, they have 

taught us to Never Forget.

May their memories forever be for a blessing.

FILM SCREENING  
THE WEIGHT OF MEMORY  
I AM BERNIE FURSHPAN

GUEST SPEAKER  
BERNIE FURSHPAN

Yom HaShoah Service
Sunday, April 12 | 11:45am

IN-PERSON
Register at jcoh.org/yomhashoah — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
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THE WEIGHT OF MEMORY: I AM BERNIE FURSHPAN

The Weight of Memory: I Am Bernie Furshpan follows Dr. Bernie Furshpan, son of 
Holocaust survivors, as he travels across the country sharing his family’s powerful 
story to inspire a new generation. Through personal testimony and historical truth, 
Bernie transforms memory into action, urging young people to reject hate, embrace 
empathy, and become upstanders. More than a documentary, this is a movement 

rooted in remembrance, moral clarity, and our shared human origins.

The Weight of Memory:  
I Am Bernie Furshpan

Sunday, April 12 | 12:30pm

Immediately following Yom HaShoah Service.

IN-PERSON
Register at jcoh.org/bernie — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
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WHO ASKS THE FOUR QUESTIONS?

Who Asks The Four Questions?
 תנו רבנן: חכם בנו שואלו, ואם אינו חכם אשתו שואלתו. ואם לאו הוא שואל לעצמו.

ואפילו שני תלמידי חכמים שיודעין בהלכות הפסח שואלין זה לזה

“Miriam” Contributed by  Corinne Soikin Strauss

The rabbis teach that if a son is wise enough, then he asks, but if he is not wise enough, then 
the man’s wife asks. But if he has no wife, then he asks himself. And even if there are only 
two wise sages, and both of them know all the laws of Passover, then each must ask each 
other. (Pesachim 116a)

Who asks the four questions? The tradition has emerged that the youngest child at the 
table should ask four prescribed questions. The Talmudic sages placed the emphasis simply 
on the act of questioning. Children should always be allowed to ask questions, but it also 
becomes the responsibility of the Seder participants to take part in the tradition, even if 
they might already know the answer. Jewish tradition values a thoughtful question more 
than a good answer. On Passover, as we celebrate our freedom, we are also reminded that 
slaves lack the ability to ask questions. In simply posing questions, we show that we are free!

– Rabbi Joshua Franklin
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THE CHILD WHO DOES NOT KNOW TO ASK

The Passover Meal – Seder – is the backdrop for  
fulfilling the commandment to tell our children 
the story of our Exodus from slavery to freedom. 
This festive meal provides us with the perfect 
setting to joyfully recount our people’s history 
with prayer, study and song – and of course 
food! The foods we share at our Seder have 
symbolic meaning, representing different 
aspects of our journey from the hardships of 
slavery to the joys of freedom.

Every element of our Passover Meal elevates our 
experience; the Seder plate and candles on our 
table; the chairs we recline in; the wine we bless 
and drink; and the foods that remind us of the 
tears and bitterness we endured. The Passover 
Seder is like no other meal. We re-enact this 
defining moment in our people’s history with 
meaning and relevance in our everyday struggles.

– Diane Wiener

Shulchan Orech ְשֻׁׁלְחְָָן עוֹרֵֵך
The Meal is Served!

Please join us in thanking Woodbury Kosher 
Meats for providing a delicious meal for our 
Second Night Community Seder!

Their selection of Kosher food, their kindness 
and immense generosity are unparalleled!
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Tzafun, meaning hidden, is typically the time when the Afikomen is ransomed off by a  
person at the Passover Seder. Yet a greater significance lies beneath the surface of this  
juvenile ritual. In English we have the concept of finding one’s inner compass, meaning  
being true to oneself. The Hebrew language takes this one step further. Every time  
Israelis refer to pangs of conscience (“yisurei matzpun” or “nekifot matzpun”), they are, in a sense, 
talking about the difficulty in finding their true north. That’s because “matzpun,” the Hebrew 

word for “conscience,” comes from the root צ-פ-ן, which means both “hidden” (“tzafun”) and 
“north” (“tzafon”). On Passover, we are compelled to give voice to our inner conscience. This is 
the time where we not only speak about the injustices of our past, but a time we bring attention 
to instances of discrimination, oppression and corruption in the world.

 – Rabbi Joshua Franklin

TZAFUN צָפוּן
FINDING THE HIDDEN

“Messengers of Peace,” Contributed by Ellen Frank z”l

FINDING THE HIDDEN
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PASSOVER SHOPPING LIST / RITUAL OBJECTS / KOSHER-FOR-PASSOVER WINE SELECTIONS

Matzah
The machine made stuff will do, but if you 
are interested in hand-made shemurah 
matzah, visit your local supermarket.

Shankbone
Visit your local butcher shop, who usually 
will give away a shank bone for free. Many 
vegetarians substitute a beet or a drawing 
of a lamb.

Horseradish Root
Did you know that you can replant a 
horseradish root in your garden to be used 
for Passover the following year?

Salt
Add to water in which to dip parsley; 
Sephardic Jews use lemon juice or vinegar.

Parsley (or potato or celery)

Romaine Lettuce
Charoset
Typically made from apples, nuts and 
wines, though some Sephardic recipes 
replace apples with dates.

Wine
Some people prefer Manischewitz, but  
there are a whole host of excellent Kosher 
for Passover wines out there.

Eggs
Vegetarians sometimes substitute a crocus 
(the first flowering plant of spring).

Scallions
Iranian Jews run around the table whipping 
each other with scallions during the 
singing of Dayenu.

Orange
While the orange was once a symbol 
of equality of women, it has come to 
symbolize the equality of all Jews, 
regardless of gender, sexual preference, 
race, ethnicity or religious background. 

PASSOVER
SHOPPING LIST

If you want to splurge:
•	 Castel Grand Vin, Castel
•	 Syrah Reserve, Tulip Winery
•	 Merlot, Flam
•	 Yatir Forest, Yatir Winery
•	 C Blanc du Castel, Castel

If you’re willing to spend $20 to $30 a bottle:
•	 Cliff View Carignan, Beitel Winery
•	 Yiron, Galil Mountain
•	 Ever Red, Ella Valley Vineyards
•	 Yarden Katzrin Chardonnay, Golan Wines

If you want a budget-friendly wine:
•	 Cabernet Sauvignon, Segal 
•	 Sauvignon Blanc, Binyamina Wines

KOSHER-FOR-PASSOVER 
WINES YOU’LL ACTUALLY WANT TO DRINK

–R abbi Josh

PASSOVER RITUAL OBJECTS

•	 Candles and Candlesticks

•	 Tzedakah Box

•	 Seder Plate

•	 Haggadot

•	 Elijah’s Cup

•	 Miriam’s Cup

•	 Kiddish Cup

•	 Pitcher for Hand Washing

•	 Afikomen Bag

•	 Pillows for Reclining

•	 Matzah Cover

•	 Matzah Tray
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PASSOVER ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN

BIUR CHAMETZ (Burning Chametz)
Instead of just removing all the bread from your home, use this time as an opportunity to entertain your kids with this fun 

traditional ritual in the weeks before Passover.
1. �Take a few pieces of bread and place them around the house in areas where they will be found. 
2. �Turn off the lights and recite the following blessing 

.בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה ייְָ אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם, אֲשֶׁר קִדְּשָׁנוּ בְּמִצְוֹתָיו, וְצִוָּנוּ עַל בִּעוּר חָמֵץ
Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam, asher kid’shanu, 
b’mitzvotav, v’tzivanu al biur chametz

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, who 
sanctifies us by Your commandments  
and commands us to burn (remove) all leaven. 

3. �Use a feather, candle, and a wooden spoon, flashlight (traditionally a 
candle) to search for all the chametz.

4. �Use the feather to sweep the chametz onto the spoon, and place 
the leaven in a paper bag. 

5. �Once all the chametz is collected, recite the following line:  
“�Any chametz that may still be in my house, which I have not seen 
or have not removed, shall be as if it does not exist and as the dust 
of the earth.”

6. �Burn the found chametz (or perhaps a small amount of it) in the 
fireplace or in a metal trash pale outside. 

THE STORY BAG GAME
This activity is designed for families with young children, 

and utilizes their existing collection of toys to enliven their 
experience with telling the Passover story. 

1.�Find a decorative bag and fill it 
with random toys, action figures, 
animals, Lego, etc. 

2.�During the Passover Seder, pass 
the bag around and have each 
participant pull out one thing 
from the bag. 

3. �Each person must go around the table and explain how the toy 
they are holding connects to the Passover story. 

Ex. 1: �The action figure was one of the Hebrew slaves that 
helped Moses paint the lintels of Hebrew homes with 
lambs’ blood.

Ex. 2: �This unicorn is one of the horses that the Egyptians 
rode as they pursued the Israelites through the Sea of 
Reeds. He survived because of his special swimming 
abilities, which enabled him to make it back to shore.

WHO AM I?
This Activity is great even for adults, 

but kids love it too!
1. �Everyone receives a sticky note or note card 

with the name of a famous character from the 
Passover story.

Characters: Pharaoh, Moses, Aaron, Miriam, 
Pharaoh’s Daughter, A Frog, A Louse, 

The Wise Son, The Simple Son.
2.�The name is placed on either the person’s 

forehead or upper back with a piece of masking 
tape. Players circulate and ask yes or no 
questions until everyone has identified the 
name on their own sticky note or card.

3.�Each player takes a turn with the other players 
asking yes or no questions, until the player with 
the sticky note or card guesses the identity of 
the famous person.

MOSES AARON
THE 

WISE SON

PHAROAH
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PASSOVER STORY (Sung to the tune of The Brady Bunch)

It’s a story, about baby Moses, 
Who came floating down the river called the Nile. 

Pharaoh’s daughter was there just to catch him and so he stayed a while. 
It’s a story about Jewish builders, 

who were tired of building Pyramids. 
All of them were slaves just like their mothers and just like their kids. 

Until one day, big Moses talked to Big G. 
That’s G-O-D and that spells Moses’ God. 

He said, “You just leave and go to Israel — I won’t make it hard.” 
So then Moses asked old Pharaoh, “Let my people go. 

He said, “For real! No Moses. Never. No.” 
So the ten plagues were brought to Pharaoh and he said, 

“Moses go. Your people can go. Now Moses, go.” 
That’s the way Pharaoh said, “Now Moses go.”

passover passover 
storystory

MOSES 
(Sung to the tune of The Flintstones)

Moses, 
he’s our Moses, 

he’s the man that took us for a tour
Out of Pharaoh’s Egypt 

went the children that he soon would lure
Come sit and eat matzah all week long. 

Listen to our prayers and to our songs of 
Moses, 

he’s our hero  
he’s a really, 

really good time, 
a forty year guy; 

he’s the one that set us free.

SILLY SEDER SONGS

MOSES ISLAND (Sung to the tune of Gilligan’s Island)
Just recline right back 
and you’ll hear a tale, 
a tale of dreadful trip. 
That started with ten awful plagues brought unto Egypt, brought unto Egypt.
The boss he was a Jewish man, raised as a Pharaoh’s son. 
Then God did come calling and soon the fun begun, soon the fun begun. 
More blood, such frogs, and all those bugs, Pharaoh could just barely see. 
The Jews were really scoring points and soon they would be free, and soon they would be free. 
They shlepped and shlepped for forty years across a desert land. 
He went up to Mount Sinai and a party soon began, a party soon began. 
Moses, the Pharaoh too, Aaron and his wife. Marianne, the skipper, too, here on the desert island.
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