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Reaching the End

There is a place in the Bible I never wrote about in my book — and
I should have.

My just-released book, Where Are You? Finding Yourself in the

Bible, explores places in the Bible that describe not landscape but

lifescape — the emotional and spiritual states we cycle through

across a lifetime. But one place was missing. One that, I now

realize, belongs at the heart of that book. And, as it turns out, at
the heart of this moment in my life.

It is called ;0 o> — Yam Suf.

Most of us know it by another name — one that has followed it for two thousand years.

The ancient Greek translation of the Bible, the Septuagint, rendered Yam Suf as he erythra
thalassa — the Red Sea — and the mistranslation stuck. In truth, f10 o> (Yam Suf) is more
likely the Sea of Reeds — the marshes and bitter lakes of the northern Nile Delta, thick with
papyrus, where the Israelites crossed as walls of water rose on either side and a clear path
opened before them, carrying them out of Egypt and into freedom.

But there is something deeper in the Hebrew. nio — sof — means end. And so Yam Suf is not
only the Sea of Reeds. It is the Sea of Endings. The waters one must cross to leave what was
behind, and step — trembling and hopeful — into what will be.

[ have come to understand that this is precisely where I stand right now.

No, my time here at the Jewish Center has not been slavery — quite the opposite. It has
been filled with personal and communal growth, with sacred relationships, and with the
holy moments that mark a life: weddings and funerals, baby namings and Bnai Mitzvah,
Shabbat mornings and High Holy Days that have woven something truly special. I am
grateful beyond words.

But all good things must come to an end in order for something new to begin. My tenure
at the Jewish Center concludes on May 31. I hope you will join me on May 23 for a special
Shabbat — where we will cross this moment together, with the fullness it deserves.

This is our Yam Suf. A sea of endings — for me, and for the Jewish Center of the Hamptons.
My crossing leads toward a new chapter at Temple Judea in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida.
And I pray with all my heart that the Jewish Center’s own crossing leads to a beautiful new
beginning when the right successor is found.
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Transitions

Rooted in Torah, JCOH guides us through life’s changes, fostering

community and connection during times of transition.

As Rabbi Franklin departs for a new pulpit, our community enters
a period of change, one that our customs and traditions prepare us
to navigate with meaning and purpose. As a sacred community, we

understand transition through a Jewish lens.

In the weeks leading up to Shavuot, we count the Omer, the days from Pesach to Shavuot
that mark the journey of the Jewish people from liberation to revelation. This was a time

of profound transformation, from slavery to freedom, from uncertainty to covenant. At

Mt. Sinai, we received the Torah and established our enduring relationship with God. Our
journey was not linear, but through each turn, we moved closer to becoming a people bound

by shared purpose and faith.

Now, as Rabbi Franklin takes his leave, we are given the opportunity to embrace a time of
transition. I am honored to serve as Interim Rabbi as we reflect on what it means to live
Jewish lives and deepen our relationship with God. Together, we will clarify our hopes and

aspirations for the future and seek the rabbinic leadership that will guide us forward.

As Rabbi Franklin continues on his rabbinic path, so too do we continue on our shared Jewish

journey.

When we complete a book of Torah, we say, Chazak, Chazak, V'nitchazek—be strong, be
strong, and let us strengthen one another. Today, we offer these words both to Rabbi
Franklin and to our congregation. May we each find strength and renewal as we step into our

next opportunities.

B’shira, Debra
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A Fond Farewell and Best Wishes

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and our entire JCOH family, we would like to extend
our heartfelt gratitude to Rabbi Franklin for his nine years of devoted service, spiritual

leadership, and informative teaching.

Over these past nine years, Rabbi Franklin has been a guiding presence in our congregation,
touching the lives of many through his wisdom, compassion, and dedication to our
community. He has led us in moments of joy and celebration, as well as in times of reflection
and comfort.

As Rabbi Franklin begins an exciting new chapter in Florida with his wife, Stephanie,
and their daughters, Lilah and Amelia, we send them our very best wishes for happiness,

success, and fulfillment in this new phase of their lives.

While we will miss Rabbi Franklin, we are grateful for all he has given to JCOH by his impact

on our congregation and he will remain a part of our community’s story.

Please join us in thanking Rabbi Franklin for his service and in wishing the entire Franklin

family good luck and every blessing in Florida.
With warm regards,

Harry A. Katz Carole Olshan
President Chairman
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JCOH Pulpit Committee Progress Report
I am pleased to provide an update on the progress of the JCOH Pulpit Committee.

Over the past several months, the committee has been actively engaged in a thoughtful and
diligent search process for our next rabbinic leader. We have been in communication with
rabbinic employment agencies and have sought valuable guidance from the URJ and CCAR
regarding best practices, timing, and procedure for the search.

Although, out of respect, we waited for the appropriate time and the formal approval
to begin the active phase of our search, we recognize that we are currently outside the
traditional rabbinic employment cycle. Despite this timing challenge, we have already
received 40 resumes from interested candidates.

To ensure a careful and thorough review, we have developed a comprehensive interview
questionnaire and established a subcommittee, chaired by Fred Becker, to conduct the
initial screening and evaluation of resumes. Their work has been thoughtful, organized, and
instrumental in helping us move forward in a deliberate manner.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to every member of the Pulpit Committee
for their dedication, collegiality, and hard work throughout the process thus far. Their
commitment to the future of JCOH has been exemplary.

I also want to extend special appreciation to Cantor Stein, Rabbi for graciously stepping
forward to serve as our Interim Rabbi. Her leadership, devotion, and deep connection to our
congregation provide great reassurance during this important period of transition.

I remain optimistic and look forward to a successful outcome that will serve the long-term
spiritual and communal needs of JCOH.

Respectfully submitted,

Carole Olshan
Chairman, Board of Trustees
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JEWISH CENTER OF THE HAMPTONS
Where Jewish learning feels like home

Growing Together

Dear Families,

This year at Shul House, we've continued to build
something more than a school. We've created a space
where Jewish life is joyful, meaningful, and shared.
Each Sunday morning, our synagogue fills with energy,
curiosity, and a strong sense of belonging.

Throughout the year, moments like holiday
celebrations, Family Shabbat dinners, Havdalah, and
Mitzvah Day are part of the rhythm of our community,
bringing our Jewish values to life. You can feel it in the
laughter, the conversations, and the way people linger
to connect. Some of the most meaningful growth
happens in quieter moments - a student finding the
courage to ask a hard question, or the pride that
comes with leading a prayer for the first time.

Looking ahead, we are excited to continue
strengthening our program, deepening our focus
on belonging and Jewish values, and creating more
opportunities for families to learn and celebrate
together. Our goal remains the same: to help our
students live joyful Jewish lives and feel proud

of who they are.

With Love,
Morah Margaret

/\/\argaret Barcohana

Director of Education & Special Programming
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SHUL HOUSE BAR/BAT MITZVAHS

Jewish kid when they turn 12 or 13, and by the end of the service, | look
forward to being able to proudly refer to myself as Jewish, not Jew/ish.
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BOOK CL

WITH CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, R

HEART OF A STRANGER
BY ANGELA BUCHDAHL
THURSDAY, MAY 14 | 3:30PM

From the first Asian American to be ordained as a rabbi, a stirring account
of one woman’s journey from feeling like an outsider to becoming one of the
most admired religious leaders in the world.

Register at jecoh.org/bookclub — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
VIRTUAL IN-PERSON




Please join us on Saturday, May 23, 2026, following Shabbat morning services, as
we gather for a special Kiddush in gratitude and recognition for Rabbi Franklin’s

devoted service to our congregation.
Shabbat morning services will begin at 10:00am, with Kiddush

immediately Following in the Carole and Morton Olshan Pavillion.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

Register at jcoh.org/rabbijosh

MAY 2026

IN-PERSON
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TEMPLE ADAS ISRAEL & GESHER | THE BRIDGE SHUL

A Night of Jewish Learning

Tikkun Leil Shavuot

THURSDAY, MAY 21|7:00PM

Rabbi Josh Franklin Rabbi Dan Geffen Rabbi Jan Uhrbach

Join us at Temple Adas Israel for a powerful night of Torah, community, and spiritual discovery. Together with
Rabbi Dan Geffen, Rabbi Josh Franklin, and Rabbi Jan Uhrbach, we will immerse ourselves in the tradition of

Tikkun Leil Shavuot—an evening of deep learning, meaningful conversation, prayer, and community.
Study with us, reflect with us, and celebrate with us (yes, there will be cheesecake).

THIS EVENT WILL BE AT TEMPLE ADAS ISRAEL

Shavuot Morning Service
FRIDAY, MAY 22 |10:00AM

Rabbi Josh Franklin Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

Join us at the Jewish Center of the Hamptons for a moving Shavuot morning service as we relive the
moment of receiving Torah. Together, we will hear the Ten Commandments, honor the memory of
loved ones through Yizkor, and enter into a sacred space of reflection and renewal.

This is more than a service—it is an invitation to stand again at Sinai and ask:
what does it mean to receive Torah in our lives today?

THIS EVENT WILL BE AT JEWISH CENTER OF HAMPTONS

Register at_jcoh.org/ shavuot VIRTUAL  IN-PERSON
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JEWISH CENTER OF THE HAMPTONS

(Sammm chm%ecw

Samuel Ashner
Ann Bialkin & Lisa Bialkin

DISTINGUISHED GUEST SPEAKER

Julie Menin
Speaker of the New York City Council

Friday, July 10 | 11:30am-2:00pm

CAROLE AND MORTON OLSHAN PAVILION
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WELCOME SUMMER 2026!

Join our first Shabbat on the Beach
of the Season — FRIDAY, MAY 22

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

FRIDAY NIGHTS at MAIN BEACH | 6:00pm

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 4

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Shabbat on the Beach fuses the experience of spending
the summer at the beach with traditional Jewish Shabbat
rituals. Find your spot in the sand and join the Jewish
Center of the Hamptons community in singing, dancing,

and celebrating the joys of a magical Shabbat experience.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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SPONSOR SHABBAT ON THE BEACH

KAYOD SPONSOR
$3,600 per week (Member) / 55,000 per week (Non-Member)

Kavod means honor. As we honor Shabbat each week, our Kavod Sponsor will:

* Have your name announced during the service with gratitude for your support!

* Receive a JCOH Shabbat on the Beach bag filled with special gifts.

Please check in at the welcome table to receive your bag.

* Host a pizza party on the deck for Shabbat on the Beach attendees.
A beverage of choice and slice of pizza provided by The Beach Hut on Main concession.
At least one week’s notice required when reserving a date.

$1,800 per week (Member) / ¥3,600 per week (Non-Member)
* Have your name announced during the service with gratitude for your support!

* Receive a JCOH Shabbat on the Beach bag filled with special gifts.

Please check in at the welcome table to receive your bag.

SPONSOR
$360 per week (Member) / $720 per week (Non-Member)

* Have your name announced during the service with gratitude for your support!

VISIT JCOH.ORG/BEACH OR CALL 631-324-9858
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IT'S OUR ANNUAL

MITZVAH DAY!

PACKING PARTY « CLOTHING DRIVE - BARBECUE

SUNDAY, MAY 31|10am

We are proud to partner with Supplies for Success to pack 500 backpacks with
school supplies for children in need. This is a true community effort, and we
welcome volunteers of all ages to help assemble, pack, and deliver.

We're also teaming up with Big Brothers Big Sisters for a clothing drive—
bring your gently used items and make a difference.

The day will conclude with a community barbecue to celebrate our collective impact.

Rooted in the mitzvah of Tzedakah—our shared responsibility to help those in
need—this is a chance to give back in a meaningful way.

Join Us—We Can’t Do It Without You!

JEWISH CENTER OF THE HAMPTONS
Where Jewish learning feels like home
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JCOH SUMMER INSTITUTE 2026

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

Make this summer your summer

to create meaningful impact at the

Jewish Center of the Hamptons.

Every summer from June to August, the JCOH creates a platform
for bringing the most exciting and compelling voices to the East
End of Long Island. This year, we are once again creating a vibrant
program for you. If you would like to discuss sponsorship for any
of our events, which will range from education to musical, and
family friendly to adult learning, please call 631-324-9858 and
ask to speak to Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi.

By sponsoring a program, you help bring inspiring worship, learning,
music, and community experiences to life for all who gather with
us throughout the season. Your generosity will be recognized in all
written and promotional materials, reflecting the meaningful role

you play in making our summer offerings possible.
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S P O N S o R Receive a beautiful Shabbat on the Beach bag

with your Kavod or Chai sponsorship!

ON THE BEACH

Your Sponsorship helps to support
not only Shabbat on the Beach but

classes, programs, and events.

To sponsor visit jcoh.org/beach

or call 631-324-9858

ADDITIONAL SECURITY PROTOCOLS

With the shocking events of October 7 in our recent memory and while

there’s no express threat to the Jewish Center of the Hamptons,
the security committee has determined that Non-Members

may be subject to the following when visiting:
« Bag check

o ID check

« Security “wanding”

We appreciate everyone’s understanding and cooperation in keeping
the JCOH and its members safe this summer.
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BECOME A MEMBER

Jewish Center of the Hamptons is a vibrant community of individuals, families, and friends.

Rooted in Jewish tradition and values of social action, spirituality, study and prayer, our hope is to

complement your religious, educational, and social needs as you design your own Jewish journey.

We are committed to making synagogue membership, Jewish education, and full participation in

Jewish communal life available to all. Join us today and find your Center, here.

To become a member, please contact Lindsey Marino at 631-324-9858 or email Imarino@jcoh.org.
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Shabbatot “In May

May 1 & 2 — Shabbat Emor May 22 & 23 — Shabbat Naso |

Primarily details laws regarding priestly Kiddush sponsored by the Jewish Center of
purity (Kohanim), offering sacrifices, and the Hamptons in gratitude and recognition
the calendar of Jewish holidays. for Rabbi Franklin’s devoted service to our

congregation and Sheldon Geller and
Mindy Kantor in honor of Michelle Kantor

and Rob Bolen’s upcoming marriage.

May 8 & 9 — Shabbat Behar Bechukotai
A combined weekly Torah portion
(Leviticus 25:1-27:34) It covers laws on
sabbatical years (Shmita), the Jubilee year
(Yovel), land redemption, and blessings/

curses based on covenant adherence.

May 29 & 30 — Shabbat Naso I
Shabbat on the Beach Oneg sponsors
The Hirschfeld Family in honor of their

May 15 & 16 — Shabbat Bamidbar daughter Taylor being called to the Torah.

Kiddush sponsored by David Margolis and Kiddush sponsored by The Hirschfeld Family

Georges Sylvestre in honor of their son in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter
Noah being called to the Torah. Taylor

If you would like to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddush, please call. 631-324-9858 or email office@jcoh.org.

MAY WEDDINGS JUNE WEDDINGS
* Sheila Pugliese & Jason Breitstone * Emily Buda & Jacob Dinetz
* Sydney Lipsitz & Lawrence Edelstein ¢ Shana Iden & Jordan Liebman

BIRTHS

* Joel & Jayne Freedman on the birth of grandson
Benson Ridge to Gianna & Jeremy Prus.

If you have a joy in your family that you want to share,

please call 631-324-9858 or email office@jcoh.org.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

RABBI JOSH FRANKLIN’S
DISCRETIONARY

Lawrence Lieberman
David Burris
Howard Kurz
Nicole Frankel
Mallory Schultz
Joan Kulchinsky
Sara Horowitz
Kathy Carter
Jeffrey Warner
Mildred Glimcher
Michael Smith
Warren Heller
Suzanne Maggin
Alexandra Goodman
William Ackman
Margaret Barcohana
Michael Meltzer
Jonathan Klein
Aaron Mackey
Tami Mack

Janet Vance
Francine Kittredge
Jason Breitstone
Allen Fein

Michael Davis
Mara Gerstein
Lenard Tessler
Samuel Schwartz
Ron Baron
Michelle Roberts
Paul Katcher
Joseph Kevles
Shari Yardeni
Donna Ostrau
David Boris

Celina Spiegel
Marc Matza
Colleen Rein
Michael Olshan

Michael & Gayle Kalisman
Steven & Randi Ball

David & Debra Salmanson
David & Janellen Gerstein
Allen & Beverley Fein
David & Ilia Yohay

Alan & Rosetta Weiser
Harry Katz & Bryna Sanger
Steven & Daryl Roth
Stephen & Lindsay Kraus
Michael & Giulia Frank

Andrea Adelstein-Goodfriend &
Adam Goodfriend

Jordan & Samantha Platt
Carly Zakin & Beckley Mason
Wayne & Suzanne Maggin
Norman & Cathy Yohay

Stephanie Posner
in honor of Rabbi Josh Franklin

Steven & Ilayne Etkind

CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI’'S

DISCRETIONARY

Debra Kusnetz
Leonard Ackerman
Arthur & Laurie Malman

Stephanie Posner in honor of
Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

Virginia & Mark Feldman
Donald & Barbara Zucker

GENERAL DONATION

Joel & Jayne Freedman
in honor of the birth of
Benson Ridge

Abbe & Scott Spector
in memory of Philip Karp

Linda Patent

Todd & Michelle Kingsley
in memory of Richard Lewis

Alan & Rosetta Weiser
Steven & Wendy Shenfeld

Louise Gibson
in honor of George & Joan Segal’s
60th Wedding Anniversary

Daniel & Cindy Edelman
in honor of George & Joan Segal’s
60th Wedding Anniversary

Peter & Irene Vosbikian
in memory of Stuart Epstein

Charles & Sheila Saunders
in memory of Stuart Epstein

Alicia Sullivan
Lauren Wolf

Joel & Jayne Freedman
in memory of Adrienne & Solomon
Freedman & Alan Rokeach

Nina Roket
in honor of Andrea Olshan

Daniel & Victoria Franzese
in memory of Stuart Epstein

Eva & Milton Braslow
The Fine & Greenwald Foundation

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

David & Philis Edelman
in honor of George & Joan Segal’s
60th Wedding Anniversary

YAHRZEIT DONATION

Scott & Flor Solasz
in memory of Sam Solasz

Steve & Diane Wiener
in memory of Herman Kodack

Jeffrey & Karen Levitt
in memory of Daniel Levitt

Norman & Cathy Yohay

Stuart & Deborah Adelsberg
in memory of Doris Cole

Joel & Jayne Freedman
in memory of Alan Rokeach

Scott & Tami Schneider
in memory of Leonard Schneider

Nancy Wintner
in memory of Joseph Cohen

Edward Taffet
in memory of Bea Taffet

PRAYERBOOK DEDICATION

Amanda Shane
in memory of James Shane
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44 WOODS LANE, PO BOX 5107, EAST HAMPTON, NY 11937 .
JCOH.ORG - 631-324-9858 - FAX 631-329-6654 JOIN US

CURRENT OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Harry A. Katz

CHAIRMAN
Carole Olshan

VICE PRESIDENTS
David Gallo

Carol S. Roaman
Steven P. Schwartz

TREASURER
Hirschel B. Abelson

SECRETARY
Diane Wiener

CURRENT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Samuel Ashner
Fredrick Becker
Barbara Braun
Lee Feldman
Alan Garfield
Kenneth Gilman
Arthur Malman
Andrea Olshan
Edward Pantzer
Jeffrey Rimland
Charlotte Sasso
Stuart Suna
Carol Wenig
Diane Wiener
Nancy Wintner
Cathy Yohay
Sara Beth Zivitz

PAST PRESIDENT CLERGY
Evan Frankel z"1 - .
C. Leonard Gordon z’1 Rabbi Josh Franklin

Morris L. Kramer z’1 Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi
Betty L. Marmon z"1

Joseph Oppenheimer z"1

Donald Zucker

Linda Heller Kamm

Michael Salzhauer

HONORARY TRUSTEES
David Gerstein

Jane H. Goldman
Howard Lutnick
Morton L. Olshan z"1
Steven Roth
Andrew Sabin
Michael Senft
Donald Zucker

FOUNDERS

Evan M. Frankel z"1
Jacob Kaplan 2”1
Irving Markowitz z”1
Bernard Zeldin z"1

SHABBAT SERVICES

Shabbat Evening Service
Fridays at 6:00pm

Shabbat Morning Service
Saturdays at 10:00am

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday

9:00am-5:00pm
Rabbi Josh Franklin

rabbi@jcoh.org

OFFICE DIRECTORY
Phone 631-324-9858
Fax 631-329-6654

Lindsey Marino, Membership Coordinator
Imarino@jcoh.org

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi
cantor@jcoh.org

David Waserstein, Executive Director
dwaserstein@jcoh.org

Diane Wiener

Director of Development
Executive Director Emerita
development@jcoh.org

Margaret Barcohana
Director of Education &
Special Programming
mbarcohana@jcoh.org

Carly Hannibal, Administrative Assistant
channibal@jcoh.org

John Paul D’Amico, Director of Communications
jpdamico@jcoh.org

Wil Weiss, Digital Content Manager
wweiss@jcoh.org

Nicholas Ward, Head of Maintenance
maintenance@jcoh.org

Carlos Alfaro, Maintenance

Rick McFarland, Maintenance




