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Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

When it’s time to write for the bulletin, I always begin with the Hebrew calendar. February 
and March offer few holidays—Tu BiShvat or Purim. One is quiet and reflective; the other we 
often relegate to children, filled with costumes, noise, and fun in Shul House.

But Purim is not a children’s holiday.

Purim invites us, especially as adults, to remove the masks we wear every day and consider 
who we might be underneath. I’ve known rabbis who embraced this fully—reading the 
Megillah at lightning speed, wearing the same costume year after year, or using Purim to 
challenge expectations.

I’ve never been fully comfortable in costume, though I usually wear one. Often it’s inspired by 
current events; sometimes it’s deemed too political, and I reconsider. This year, I may simply 
come as myself. Perhaps listening deeply to Megillat Esther, and reflecting on the powerful 
role of women in the story, will be enough to fulfill one of Purim’s four mitzvot.

And if someone shows up at JCOH whom you don’t recognize—perhaps it’s me.

Wishing you time to stop, show up, and truly listen to Megillat Esther.

B’shira,

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

A MESSAGE FROM C A N TO R  D E B R A  S T E I N ,  R ABBI

Our pain and our grief since October 7, 2023 will never go away. 
However, many of our holidays ask us to find space for both pain and joy.  
Let us now find space for joy and gratitude as on October 13, 2025, after 

738 days, the last hostage’s body was returned to his family.    
יהוה עֹזֹ לְעְַַמּוֹ יִתִֵּּן יהוה יְָבָרֵֵךְ אֶֶת־עַַמּוֹ בַשַָּׁלׁוֹם

May God grant strength to our people; may God bless us with peace 
Psalm 29
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They Tried to Kill Us. We Won. Let’s Eat. A Jewish Joke—and What It Misses

There’s a familiar Jewish joke that says every holiday can be summed up in three lines: 
They tried to kill us. We survived. Let’s eat. It works, of course—especially for Purim and 
Passover. On Purim, Haman tried to destroy us, we prevailed, and we eat hamantaschen. 
On Passover, Pharaoh enslaved us, we were redeemed, and we eat matzah, maror, charoset, 
and everything else that fills the Seder table.

The joke is funny—but it misses something essential. 
Judaism isn’t food-centric. It’s memory-centric.

We eat not because Judaism loves food, but because Judaism understands how memory 
works. Reading a story is important. Hearing it read aloud is even better. But tastes and 
smells lodge themselves in us in a way that words alone rarely do. Long after a narrative 
fades, a flavor can pull us back—instantly, viscerally—to a moment, a table, a voice, a feeling.

That’s why reading the Megillah matters—but reading it without a bite of hamantaschen 
would leave something incomplete. And it’s why the Haggadah insists that we don’t just tell 
the story of the Exodus, but eat it: flat, hurried bread; bitter herbs; sweetness mixed with 
struggle. Not for culinary pleasure, but for memory.

Remove the food, and something essential is lost—not the taste, but the experience. The 
body remembers what the mind alone may not.

Judaism teaches that memory is not only intellectual; it is embodied. We eat so the story 
doesn’t stay on the page. We eat so the past can be felt, not just known. We eat so that 
children—and adults—can carry these moments forward, long after the book is closed and 
the table is cleared.

So yes, we read. We study. We tell the story. 
But we also eat—because we eat to remember. 
We invite you to remember with us.

Join us for our Megillah reading (yes—there will be hamantaschen), and for our Community 
Second Night Seder at Jewish Center of the Hamptons. Don’t miss our special Women’s 
Seder, as well as our Interfaith Passover Seder, hosted at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.

Please continue in the bulletin for dates, times, and full details.

A MESSAGE FROM R A B B I  J O S H  F R A N K L I N

Rabbi Josh Franklin

Rabbi Josh Franklin
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SPONSOR 
A KIDDUSH!

“There can be no joy 
without food and drink.”

– Talmud

Gather with your JCOH community to  
celebrate a Simcha or special occasion!

Sponsor Kiddush following Shabbat services 
on Saturday morning.

Call 631-324-9858 or email office@jcoh.org
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Cost: $36 Members | $54 Non-Members

Register at jcoh.org/pickle — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED IN-PERSON

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26 | 6:00PM

DINNER + MOVIE

Don’t miss this deliciously entertaining evening! Enjoy An American 
Pickle on the screen paired with classic Jewish deli fare. Celebrate 
heritage, humor, and community, all in one memorable night. 

RATED PG-13 

MEET US AT THE PICKLE BAR!
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Register at jcoh.org/familypurim — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
IN-PERSON

Purim Family Program
Get ready for a joyful, hands-on Purim celebration for the whole family!
This year, our program will bring the 4 Mitzvot of Purim to life:

We’ll listen to the Megillah and cheer on the story of Esther, 
bake delicious hamantaschen to share as Mishloach Manot  
(food gifts), and assemble food gift bags for Maureen’s Haven  
as part of Matanot La’evyonim (charitable gifts). We’ll also  
enjoy a festive Meal - Seudat Purim together. 

To top it all off, families will be treated to a hilarious 
 and memorable performance of “Megillah Mishegas”  
by ventriloquist Jonathan Geffner. 

Come in costume, bring your Purim spirit, and celebrate with us!

MEGILLAH MISHEGAS

SPECIAL PURIM GUEST
Ventriloquist Jonathan Geffner

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 | 10:00AM
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Register at jcoh.org/purim — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

Join us for a delightful Chocolate Reception as we gather to celebrate Purim.

Festivities begin at 5:00pm, giving us time to enjoy a decadent spread of 
chocolate desserts before the reading of Megillat Esther at 6:00pm.

This celebration is for adults and children, please remember to come in costume.   
Prizes will be awarded for best children’s costume and best adult costume.  

We’ll be serving chocolate-inspired spirits as we usher in Purim!

MONDAY, MARCH 2 | 5:00PM

IN-PERSON

2026 JEWISH CENTER OF THE HAMPTONS PURIM CELEBRATION

J CO H  P U R I M 

Celebrate Purim with 
Chocolate & Joy!
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Dear Families,

Winter at Shul House has been filled with joy and curiosity, 
despite a few snowy Sundays at the start of the semester. 

We have jumped right back into learning with enthusiasm and 
spirit, and we are putting the finishing touches on our Purim 
Family Program on March 1, where we will celebrate the four 
mitzvot of Purim through storytelling, baking, acts of kindness, 
festive food, and a special performance to end the celebration.

As these photos show, our students and teachers bring energy, 
creativity, and heart to Sunday mornings, and we are incredibly 
grateful for your partnership in making this vibrant learning 
community possible.

Thank you for being such a valued part of our Shul House family!

With love, 
Morah Margaret

Margaret Barcohana

SHUL HOUSE

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION & SPECIAL PROGRAMMING
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For generations we’ve recited the Haggadah’s familiar words, sung its 
melodies, and acted out its rituals—often without realizing just how much 
lies beneath the surface. Secrets of the Haggadah is a journey into the 
hidden layers of meaning embedded in one of Judaism’s most cherished 
texts.

Join Rabbi Josh Franklin as we uncover the surprising origins of beloved 
passages, decode symbols we take for granted, and explore the spiritual, 
historical, and psychological messages woven into the Seder. Each session 
opens a new doorway into the text, revealing how much more there is 
beyond what we read aloud once a year—reminding us that we may have 
only been skimming the tip of a profound spiritual iceberg

Whether you’re leading a Seder for the first time or have been at the 
table for decades, this class will deepen your understanding, enrich your 
Passover experience, and transform the way you encounter the Haggadah.

This is in-person for members, virtual for non-members.
FREE MEMBERS | $36 NON-MEMBERS

Register at jcoh.org/haggadah — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

CLASS DATES: MONDAY, 4:00PM: MARCH  2  |  9  |  16  |  30  

Rabbi Josh Franklin

SECRETS OF THE HAGGADAH
BEGINS MONDAY, MARCH 2 | 4:00PM | 4 WEEKS

VIRTUAL IN-PERSON
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COLLAGE / MIXED MEDIA WORKSHOP

Come discover the expressive art of collage.

ARTIST CARO DRANOW

THURSDAY: MARCH 5  |  1:00-4:00PM

Cost: $36 Members  |  $54 Non-Members
Register at jcoh.org/paint — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

IN-PERSON

CO L L AG E /M I X E D  M E D I A  WO R K S H O P

In this 3 hour workshop, students will explore a wide range 
of techniques and materials, including mark making, image 
transfers, compositional balance and more! Through playful 
experimentation with diverse materials, you’ll develop a personal 
visual narrative and discover the power of interdisciplinary art 
making. Students are encouraged to bring personal, found items 
and is perfect for all skill levels whether you’re an experienced 
artist or an absolute beginner. Come and have fun exploring a 
new outlook on your own creativity!
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
HELPING OUR HOMELESS
Bridgehampton Child Care & Recreation Center

FINAL DATE
SUNDAY, MARCH 8

We help provide homeless men and women with a safe place to stay during the 
winter months. Overnight housing is provided by the Bridgehampton Child 

Care & Recreational Center, and we volunteer to provide nutritious meals, set 
up the facility, and serve the guests who come.

PLEASE SIGN-UP AND LET US KNOW HOW YOU CAN HELP!

Register at jcoh.org/homeless — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
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When their beloved sister passes away, Sylvia and Helen 
Rubinstein are unmoored. A misunderstanding about 
apple cake turns into a decade of stubborn silence. Busy 
with their own lives—divorces, dating, career setbacks, 
college applications, bat mitzvahs and ballet recitals—
their children do not want to get involved. As for their 
grandchildren? Impossible. Sharply observed and laced 
with humor, This Is Not About Us is a story of growing up 
and growing old, the weight of parental expectations, and 
the complex connection between sisters—a big-hearted 
book about the love that binds a family across generations.

THIS IS NOT ABOUT US
BY ALLEGRA GOODMAN
THURSDAY, MARCH 19 | 3:30PM

BOOK CLUB 
WITH CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI

VIRTUAL IN-PERSON
Register at jcoh.org/bookclub — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

B O O K  C LU B
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Join us as we gather to support one another through the winter months. 
On each of these dates, we will meet at a local restaurant for dinner 

and sisterhood. Each participant is responsible for their own tab. 

The restaurant to be determined by how many will be joining.

Reservations will be made in advance so please register today. 

LET’S DINE TOGETHER!
THURSDAY, MARCH 19 | 6:00PM

Register at jcoh.org/dine — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
IN-PERSON
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Jewish Center of the Hamptons and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
invite you to join us for a meaningful Interfaith Passover Seder, an 
evening of learning, ritual, and shared reflection.
The Passover seder is one of the most iconic and enduring Jewish 
rituals—a storytelling experience centered on memory, redemption, 
and the ongoing human journey from slavery to freedom.  
For Christians, the symbols of the seder resonate deeply with familiar 
rituals and narratives, including those surrounding Jesus and the Last 
Supper. Eggs, matzah, and bread—whether matzah or wafer—carry 
layers of meaning that speak across traditions, inviting conversation 
rather than comparison.
Together, we will explore how these shared symbols illuminate both 
our similarities and our differences, and how the universal message 
of Passover—liberation, dignity, and hope—continues to speak 
powerfully in our world today.

Register at jcoh.org/interfaith — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
IN-PERSON

MONDAY, MARCH 30 | 6:00-8:00PM
TELLING THE STORY TOGETHER

Rabbi Josh Franklin

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

Benjamin Shambaugh
Rector, St. Luke’s 

• MEMBERS OF JCOH AND ST. LUKES ONLY
• $20 PER PERSON - BUFFET STYLE DINNER
• LOCATION: HOIE HALL, ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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THURSDAY, APRIL 2  |  5:00PM
Second Night Community Seder

$125 Per Person (MEMBER)
$150 Per Person (SHUL HOUSE)
$150 Per Person (GUEST OF MEMBER)
$75 Per child (AGES 5-13) 

Children Under 5 Free
Passover dietary restrictions will be observed.
Pre-registration is required.
RSVP DEADLINE MARCH 19
To join us, visit jcoh.org/passover 
or call 631-324-9858

Join your JCOH Community for a wonderful  
Passover experience filled with a delicious  
dinner, including wine, fun and laughs!

Tuesday, April 7  
Women’s Seder: 5:00PM

Wednesday, April 8  
Passover Yizkor Service: 10:00AM

2026  PASSOVER SERVICES  5786

S ECO N D  N I G H T  CO M M U N I T Y  S E D E R

Wednesday, April 1   
Wishing All A Joyous First Night Seder 

Thursday, April 2 
Passover Morning Service: 10:00AM 

Second Night Community Seder: 5:00PM
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Please join us for our women’s seder at the Jewish Center of the Hamptons.  
This year, as we mark the fifteenth anniversary of the passing of Debbie Friedman,  

we will come together to celebrate the women’s seder that she made so popular in her years. 
We will sing her songs and celebrate the strength of women in Judaism.  

We will dance with timbrels in our hands and embrace one another in friendship. 
A buffet fish dinner will be served.

Cost: $36 Members | $54 Non-Members

Register at jcoh.org/womens — REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
IN-PERSON

TUESDAY, APRIL 7 | 5:00PM

E A S T  E N D  WO M E N ’ S  S E D E R
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Steve & Diane Wiener

Carole Ostroff

Philip Lustbader

Sue Weinstein & Yehuda Erlichman

Bonnie Salkind

Kenneth Gilman & Carol Feinberg

Harry Katz & Bryna Sanger

Alan & Marion Garfield

Barbara Braun & Mitchell Myrin

Donald & Barbara Zucker

Stuart Suna

David & Kathy Linn

Fredrick Becker &  
Jeffrey Tannenbaum

Mitchell & Heidi Iden

Naomi Worth

David Reiner

David & Laurie Lederman

Lee & Lauren Feldman

Hy & Sharon Mariampolski

Daniel Kenigsberg & Susan Blum

Steven & Lanie Etkind

Mara Gerstein

Juan Mesa-Freydell &  
Catherine Stoll

Ron & Judy Baron 

Robert Cyruli & Elise Leve

David & Carin Boris

Michael Tannenbaum &  
Jennifer Zeckendorf

Bruce Saber & Lisa Sotto

Myrna Daniels

Carole Olshan

Irwin Levy & Rachel Barnett

Jennifer Kraus

Linda Kamm

Janet Vance

Regine Starr

Bruce & Charlotte Sasso

Carol Wenig

Stanley & Ellen Deutsch

Jill Harnick Bodian

Bob Balaban & Lynn Grossman

Adam & Kacey Karp

Barbara Toll

Fran & Leslie Shifrin in honor of 
Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

Cukier Charitable Fund

Herman Goldberg

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

Jill Paitchel

Karin Padden

Barbara Seril

Lynn Blue

Bonnie Salkind

Elizabeth Linker

Jerome Ganz

Hirschel & Elaine Abelson

Tracy Grathwohl

Wil Weiss

Alexandre & Lori Chemla

David & Cheryl Gallo

GIVING TUESDAY

BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION  
(CONTINUED)

Howard & Sylvia Dolch

Rachel Kleinberg & Chad Crills

Edward & Pamela Pantzer

Rivalyn Zweig & Michael Senft

David & Cheryl Gallo

Carol Roaman

Susan Ehrlich

Daniel & Rachel Tannebaum

Michael & Sally Frank

Roberta Roth

Rabbi Josh Franklin &  
Stephanie Whitehorn

Margaret Barcohana

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

Andrea Olshan

Alan & Rosetta Weiser

Michael & Claire Olshan

Jess & Eve Crespi

Sara Beth Zivitz

Jeffrey & Susan Rimland

Samuel Ashner

Michael & Amanda Salzhauer

Adam & Liz Barnett

Benjamin & Lauren Middleberg

Nancy Wintner

Norman & Cathy Yohay

Troy & Sharon Grindle

Alan Suna

Wil Weiss

Scott Trommer & Vera Silver

David & Arlene Hillman 

Arthur & Laurie Malman

Jean Forman

BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL CONGREGATION  
(CONTINUED)

G R AC I O U S  G I V I N G
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RABBI JOSH FRANKLIN’S  
DISCRETIONARY

Michael Lipson 
in honor of the birth of  
Luna Rae Lipson

Kerin Fredman 
in memory of Andrew Fredman

Ofer & Shari Yardeni 
in memory of Izhak Yardeni

Stuart & Deborah Adelsberg 
in memory of Phyllis Adelsberg

Eugenie Horowitz 
in memory of Harvey Horowitz

Susan Kafer 
in memory of Fern Schwaber

Maleta Pilcz 
in memory of Hana Pilcz

Michael Grotell 
in memory of Polly Grotell

Barbara Seril 
in memory of Gladys Feigenbaum 

Jeffrey & Karen Levitt 
in memory of Alfred Levitt

Martin Gershon &  
Marilyn Goldstein 
in memory of Barbara Goldner

Susan Mark 
in memory of Jean Kolin

YAHRZEIT DONATION

Julie Ratner
Anita K. Hersh  
Philanthropic Fund

MEMORIAL PLAQUE
PAVILION NAMING

Richard Latner 
in memory of Sam Latner

Lloyd & Deanna Elkowitz	

Herman Goldberg	

Michael Faber & Joan Shifrin	

William Etkin 
in memory of Susan Bodner Etkin

CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI’S  
DISCRETIONARY

Dustin Simon

Elise Leve & Robert Cyruli

Norrine Freeman 
in honor of Rabbi Josh Franklin

Ellen Josem

Marvin Poncio

Marci Douglas & Lawrence Pollack

Brian Stadler

Holly Minott 
in honor of Rabbi Josh Franklin

Ronald Zate 
in honor of Rabbi Josh Franklin & 
Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

Lori Silfen

Dennis Cohn

Linda Patent

Barbara Braun & Mitchell Myrin

GENERAL DONATION

Carole Olshan

Stuart Suna

Lee Ann Sandler

Cukier Charitable Fund

Jeffrey & Susan Rimland

Victor Ney & Karen Binder

Paul & Terri Levin

Edward Wilson & Ellen Weisburd

Michael Senft & Rivalyn Zweig

Amy & Jonathan Leopold

Howard & Allison Lutnick 

Andrew Sabin

Richard Adrian

David & Jasmine Shapiro

Alan & Marion Garfield

The Bialkin Family Foundation 

Harry Katz & Bryna Sanger

Henry & Kara Rakowski

George & Joan Segal 

Maryam K. Seley

Donald & Barbara Zucker

Lynn Zises & Douglas Krugman

Vicki Match Suna

HIGH HOLY DAY APPEAL

G R AC I O U S  G I V I N G
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CURRENT OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Harry A. Katz

CHAIRMAN
Carole Olshan

VICE PRESIDENTS 
David Gallo
Carol S. Roaman
Steven P. Schwartz

TREASURER
Hirschel B. Abelson

SECRETARY
Diane Wiener

CLERGY

Rabbi Josh Franklin
Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi

CURRENT BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Samuel Ashner 
Fredrick Becker
Barbara Braun
Lee Feldman
Alan Garfield
Kenneth Gilman
Arthur Malman
Andrea Olshan
Edward Pantzer
Jeffrey Rimland 
Charlotte Sasso
Stuart Suna
Carol Wenig
Diane Wiener
Nancy Wintner
Cathy Yohay
Sara Beth Zivitz

PAST PRESIDENT
Evan Frankel z”l
C. Leonard Gordon z”l
Morris L. Kramer z”l
Betty L. Marmon z”l
Joseph Oppenheimer z”l
Donald Zucker
Linda Heller Kamm
Michael Salzhauer

HONORARY TRUSTEES
David Gerstein
Jane H. Goldman
Howard Lutnick 
Morton L. Olshan z”l
Steven Roth
Andrew Sabin
Michael Senft
Donald Zucker

FOUNDERS
Evan M. Frankel z”l
Jacob Kaplan z”l
Irving Markowitz z”l
Bernard Zeldin z”l

SHABBAT SERVICES

Shabbat Evening Service 
Fridays at 6:00pm
Shabbat Morning Service 
Saturdays at 10:00am

OFFICE DIRECTORY 
Phone 631-324-9858 
Fax 631-329-6654

Lindsey Marino, Membership Coordinator 
lmarino@jcoh.org

Carly Hannibal, Administrative Assistant 
channibal@jcoh.org

John Paul D’Amico, Director of Communications 
jpdamico@jcoh.org

Wil Weiss, Digital Content Manager 
wweiss@jcoh.org

Nicholas Ward, Head of Maintenance 
maintenance@jcoh.org

Carlos Alfaro, Maintenance

Rick McFarland, Maintenance

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday–Friday 
9:00am–5:00pm

Rabbi Josh Franklin 
rabbi@jcoh.org

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi 
cantor@jcoh.org

David Waserstein, Executive Director 
dwaserstein@jcoh.org

Diane Wiener 
Director of Development 
Executive Director Emerita 
development@jcoh.org

Margaret Barcohana 
Director of Education &  
Special Programming 
mbarcohana@jcoh.org

JOIN US


