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Dear Congregants,

On behalf of our Clergy, Officers and Board of Trustees, we want to 
personally wish you all a very happy and joyous Chanukah.

Everyone at the JCOH is committed to continuing to be your home for 
prayer, Jewish education and community for all. We look forward to 
sharing the new year by offering innovative programming, stimulating 
classes and activities that support our Jewish values for all ages. 

May the light from the Chanukah candles illuminate your houses and 
hearts with happiness and our never-ending hope for peace.

Most sincerely,

A MESSAGE FROM HARRY A. KATZ AND CAROLE OLSHAN

Harry A. Katz
President

Carole Olshan
Chairman
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Rabbi Joshua Franklin

Rabbi Joshua Franklin

For generations, Jews in the United States have faced a dilemma: 
Should we outwardly display our Jewish identity or keep it discreet? 
Should I wear my Star of David necklace tucked inside my shirt or 
let it shine for all to see? Should my freedom tags supporting the 
return of hostages be on full display, or should they be hidden? Even 
within Orthodox communities, the debate persists: Is it truly safe to 
walk the streets of New York wearing a kippah, or should one opt 
for a baseball cap to maintain religious observance while avoiding 
unwanted attention?

This tension has given rise to innovations like the “camozuzah,” a 
discreet mezuzah designed to blend into door frames without announcing the Jewish identity 
of the home’s residents. These concerns have only grown over the past year, especially in places 
like New York City, where visible expressions of Jewishness have, at times, been met with verbal 
and physical harassment.

And yet, Chanukah arrives each year to remind us that living Jewishly is something to be 
celebrated—publicly and proudly. One of the central commandments of Chanukah is pirsum 
ha’nes, the publicizing of the miracle. This tradition calls not only for the lighting of the menorah 
but for placing it where it can be seen—out in windows, for the world to witness. The Chanukah 
lights are meant to shine brightly, not to be hidden away.

In that spirit, we at the Jewish Center of the Hamptons are excited to continue our cherished 
tradition of Pop-Up Chanukah. We will not only light menorahs in our homes but throughout the 
Town of East Hampton, sharing the glow of the holiday at some of our favorite spots, including 
Nick & Toni’s, BookHampton, Guild Hall, and more. The menorah is a symbol meant to radiate 
light—and we are committed to ensuring that light shines across our community.

I hope you’ll join us for this joyful JCOH tradition, but I also encourage you to reflect on the 
deeper lesson of pirsum ha’nes. Our Jewishness isn’t something to hide; it’s a source of pride 
and a gift to share with the world. The prophet Isaiah reminds us of our calling to be a “light 
to the nations.” This light isn’t limited to the candles we kindle during Chanukah—it’s in how 
we carry ourselves, how we live our Jewish values, and how we show the world that our Jewish 
identity is both beautiful and a blessing.

Pirsum HaNes: Wearing Your Jewishness on the Outside
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Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi 

November in the Hamptons always feels like a calm month. It used 
to be that after the last weekend of the summer, we would call the 
following Tuesday, Tumble Weed Tuesday. That’s no longer the 
case; in October we have the film festival and so much more going 
on that our downtime has shifted. Now the month of November 
seems to put many in a calmer space.

On our Jewish calendar, November is mostly filled with the month 
of Cheshvan. Often referred to as Mar Cheshvan, bitter Cheshvan 
because other than Shabbat there are no Jewish holidays. 
However, for clergy, and especially for clergy who serve on the 

East End of Long Island, or any other tourist destination, this is the month where we can 
finally breathe. 

However, in the next thirty days, I want to launch a “Call to Action.”  I have agreed to take 
on the responsibility of being the hosting congregation for Maureen’s Haven, our East End 
homeless shelter, for five Sunday nights from November to March. The guests of the shelter 
will sleep overnight at the Bridgehampton Childcare Center. Our job will be to ensure that 
the beds (air mattresses) they sleep on are set up, they have a warm healthy meal for Sunday 
night, a good nutritious breakfast for Monday morning, and a packaged lunch for Monday 
afternoon. 

We’ve been working with Maureen’s Haven almost since the very institution was established 
by Sister Maureen. I consider it to be a privilege and an obligation to help those less 
fortunate. I hope you share this feeling with me, and that you will be able to help. There will 
be both at the Jewish Center, and online, sign up forms. To participate, you need only to sign 
up and let us know what you can do to help.

Every year the make up of our homeless population changes. Some are chronically homeless 
because of mental health, others are just down on their luck, and still many more only have 
seasonal employment in the Hamptons. In my mind, our responsibility is not to question what 
brought them into the homeless shelter, but rather to see what we can do to uplift them on 
their journey.

I pray that you feel as I do and will answer this call to social action.

November in the Hamptons

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi  
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Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi 

Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi  

I want to publicly thank our cantorial soloist this year,  
Marques Hollie for stepping in on Yom Kippur when I found 
myself with COVID. In all my years at the JCOH, I have never 
missed being on the pulpit. Not the year that my beloved father 
died on Erev Rosh Hashana, not the year that I lost my voice 
because of an allergic reaction to a bee sting, and not the year 
when Rabbi Zimmerman had to fill in for Yizkor because again,  
I had laryngitis. However, this year was different. I wanted to be 
with all of you, but for your safety, I could not allow myself to be 
in a room with 300 plus congregants, spreading COVID. 

As I write this note of thanks, my eyes still fill with tears. As your cantor, my job was to lead 
you in prayer. The very Hebrew word for cantor is Chazzan, from the word Chazon, to have 
vision. It is my responsibility to guide you, to envision prayer for you. My job is to help you be 
inspired by the liturgical words in the machzor or the prayerbook. 

Bravo to my colleague Marques. He stepped up to the job with grace and dignity, with 
outward calm and purpose. I will be forever grateful for all that he did. For those of you 
who were unaware, Marques has served as a cantorial soloist for many congregations in 
the states. Marques made his decision to become a rabbi. He has entered his third year of 
rabbinic school at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. When he graduates, and takes on 
his first pulpit, his congregation will be blessed and lucky to have him. I wish him all the best 
on his journey. 

B’shira,

A Special Note of Thanks to Marques Hollie 
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DECEMBER 14 - 21

FIRST NIGHT  |  REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Sunday, December 14 |  4:00pm
Herrick Park 
67 Newtown Lane, East Hampton, NY 11937
Jewish Center of the Hamptons and the Jewish community will 
gather at Herrick Park for the first night of Chanukah. Join us for 
a lighting of East Hampton’s most public menorah and stay for a 
celebration of songs, gifts for children, donuts, and a dreidel drop.

SECOND NIGHT  |  REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Monday, December 15 | 5:00pm
 

136 North Main Street, East Hampton, NY 11937
Kick off the second night with a menorah lighting at one of our 
favorite restaurants in the Hamptons. Have a drink, enjoy some 
latkes, and reserve your table for dinner. Space is limited.

THIRD NIGHT  |  REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Tuesday, December 16 |  5:00pm
Light the Menorah with the Mayor
86 Main Street, East Hampton, NY 11937
Meet Mayor Jerry Larsen at Village Hall to light the menorah, then 
stroll across the street for a festive holiday feast at Smokey Buns with 
free ice cream for the kids at Scoop & Waffle!
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FOURTH NIGHT  |  REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Wednesday, December 17 |  5:00pm
BookHampton 
41 Main Street, East Hampton, NY 11937
Gather with the Jewish Center at BookHampton for a special story time 
filled with songs, stories, and Chanukah’s joy. Plus, every child will leave 
with a book of their choice, courtesy of our clergy. Come sing, celebrate, 
and make cherished holiday memories!

EIGHTH NIGHT |  REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Sunday, December 21 |  5:00pm

158 Main Street, East Hampton, NY 11937
Join us at Guild Hall for a joyful menorah lighting and live comedy with 
Eitan Levine, a nationally touring Jewish comedian known for his sharp 
wit, heartfelt humor, and viral takes on Jewish life and New York culture. 
An unforgettable evening of light, laughter, and community! TICKETS $25

FIFTH NIGHT  |  REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Thursday, December 18 | 5:00pm
Amagansett Wine & Spirits 
203 Main Street, Amagansett, NY 11930
Owner Michael Cinque welcomes us into his shop for an Israeli wine 
tasting paired with delicious cheeses from Cavaniola’s. Come raise a glass, 
support local business, and help bring light to Amagansett’s Main Street.

SIXTH NIGHT  |  REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Friday, December 19 |  5:00pm
Shabbat & Chanukah on the Beach 
104 Ocean Avenue, East Hampton, NY 11937
We will host our Shabbat on the Beach service and light the 
menorah around a beach bonfire. It might be chilly, but feel free to 
warm up with fresh hot cocoa.

SEVENTH NIGHT |  REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Saturday, December 20 |  5:00pm

Rabbi Franklin and his family invite you to their home for a festive 
Chanukah celebration. Enjoy Stephanie’s homemade latkes, sufganiyot, 
drinks, and more as we gather in the glow of the menorah to celebrate 
together. Join Cantor Stein’s Social Action initiative and bring  
a canned good for the local food pantries as entrance to the Rabbi’s house.
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Have you ever wondered how the musical notations of the Torah are chanted?  
If so, please join Cantor Debra Stein, Rabbi for a new seven-week Lunch and Learn 
course on Mondays at 12:30pm, beginning December 1. We will learn the cantillation 
markings, their names, and the melodic notes that create the art of chanting Torah. 
Hebrew is helpful, but not required, as we will learn cantillation using Hebrew prayers 
that you may already know, such as the V’ahavta, the Sh’ma, and Mee Chamocha.

Bring a dairy lunch, we will provide coffee and dessert.

This is in person for members, virtual for non-members.

FREE MEMBERS | $36 NON-MEMBERS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 | 12:30PM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 8 | 12:30PM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15 | 12:30PM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22 | 12:30PM
MONDAY, DECEMBER 29 | 12:30PM
MONDAY, JANUARY 5 | 12:30PM
MONDAY, JANUARY 12 | 12:30PM

THE ART OF CANTILLATION
CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI
BEGINS MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 | 12:30PM | 7 WEEKS

Register at jcoh.org/cantor

THE ART OF CANTILLATION
WITH CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI

VIRTUAL IN-PERSON

THE ART OF CANTILLATION
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THE ART OF CANTILLATION
WITH CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI

EITAN LEVINE

IN-PERSON

Sunday, December 21  �|  5:30–7:00pm

EITAN LEVINE: COMEDIAN. 
WRITER. MENSCH.

Join us at Guild Hall for a joyful menorah lighting and live comedy with Eitan Levine,  
a nationally touring Jewish comedian known for his sharp wit, heartfelt humor, and viral takes on 
Jewish life and New York culture. An unforgettable evening of light, laughter, and community!

TICKETS AVAIL ABLE AT: GUILDHALL.ORG 

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  G U I L D  H A L L  &  J E W I S H  C E N T E R  O F  T H E  H A M P T O N S
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
HELPING OUR HOMELESS
Bridgehampton Child Care & Recreation Center

UPCOMING DATES
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8

SUNDAY, MARCH 8

We help provide homeless men and women with a safe place to stay during the 
winter months. Overnight housing is provided by the Bridgehampton Child 

Care & Recreational Center, and we volunteer to provide nutritious meals, set 
up the facility, and serve the guests who come.

PLEASE SIGN-UP AND LET US KNOW HOW YOU CAN HELP!

HELPING OUR HOMELESS
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In a raw and unflinching memoir, Eli Sharabi, a survivor 
of 491 days in Hamas captivity, recounts the harrowing 
ordeal of his abduction from Kibbutz Be’eri on October 
7th, 2023, the loss of his wife and daughters, and his 
unyielding resolve to survive. 

HOSTAGE
BY ELI SHARABI
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18 | 3:30pm

Register at jcoh.org/bookclub

BOOK CLUB 
WITH CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI

VIRTUAL IN-PERSON

From one of our country’s most prominent rabbis, an 
inspiring book about the power of community based on 
one of her most impactful sermons.

THE AMEN EFFECT
BY SHARON BROUS
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15 | 3:30pm

BOOK CLUB
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Tuesday, December 2
This GivingTuesday, let’s come together as one Jewish family in support of JCOH!

Your donation ensures JCOH continues to offer services, programs, classes and  
events that strengthen our Jewish identity and keep us connected!

DONATE APPRECIATED STOCK

If you have securities that have appreciated since you purchased them,  
you can donate them to JCOH for significant tax savings!

Avoid capital gains tax while supporting JCOH and impact Jewish lives in a meaningful way.

To arrange for donating stock, please contact David Waserstein,  
Executive Director at dwaserstein@jcoh.org or call 631-324-9858.

#JCOHGIVINGTUESDAY

DONATE AT JCOH.ORG/GIVINGTUESDAY OR CALL 631-324-9858

GIVINGTUESDAY
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A Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD) is a donation made directly from your IRA to the JCOH!

Once you turn 73 or 75 for those born in 1960 or after, you must start taking annual RMDs from 
your Traditional IRA. Your first RMD must be taken by April 1 of the year following the year you 
reach age 73. Every year thereafter you must take an RMD by December 31.

Generally, IRA distributions are taxable, but QCDs remain tax-free if sent directly to a qualified 
charity by the trustee.

Each eligible IRA owner can exclude up to $108,000 in QCDs from taxable income.

Married couples, if both meet qualifications and have separate IRAs, can donate up to $216,000 
combined. QCDs don’t require itemizing deductions.

Contact your IRA trustee soon to ensure the transaction completes by year-end.

2 02 5  C H A R I TA B L E  C O N T R I B U T I O N S

Support the JCOH with your Qualified Charitable Donation  
and take advantage of the tax benefits! 

To make your Qualified Charitable Donation to the JCOH, contact your 401K Plan Administrator.

If you have any questions, you may reach out to Diane Wiener at development@jcoh.org

SAVE TAXES!

Use your RMD towards a charitable donation to JCOH!

DONATE AT JCOH.ORG/GIVING OR CALL 631-324-9858

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
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BLESSING OVER CANDLES
בָרּוּךְ אַתָהּ ייְָ אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם,

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam
Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe

אֲשֶרׁ קִדְּשָנׁוּ בְמִּצְוֹתָיו, וְצִוָנּוּ
asher Kidishanu b’mitz’votav v’tzivanu

Who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us

לְהַדְלִיק נרֵ שֶלׁ חֲנכָֻהּ
l’had’lik near shel Chanukah. Amein.

to light the lights of Chanukah. Amen.

BLESSING FOR CHANUKAH
בָרּוּךְ אַתָהּ ייְָ אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם,

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam
Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe

שֶׁעָשָהׂ נסִִּים לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ בַיּמִָּים הָהֵם בַזּמְַן הַזהֶּ.
she’asah nisim la’avoteinu bayamim haheim baziman hazeh. Amein.

Who performed miracles for our ancestors in those days at this time. Amen.

Happy Chanukah

בָרּוּךְ אַתָהּ ייְָ אֱלֹהֵינוּ מֶלֶךְ הָעוֹלָם,
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe

שֶהֶׁחֱינָוּ וְקִימְָּנוּ וְהִגיִּעָנוּ לַזמְַּן הַזהֶּ.
shehecheanu v’kiyimanu v’higi’anu laz’man hazeh.  

Amein.
Who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season. 

Amen.

SHEHECHEYANU
(first night only)

CHANUKAH BLESSINGS
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OH CHANUKAH
Oh Chanukah, Oh Chanukah, come light the menorah 

Let’s have a party, we’ll all dance the Horah 
Gather ‘round the table, we’ll give you a treat 

Dreidels to play with and latkes to eat

And while we are playing the candles are burning low 
One for each night they shed a sweet light 

To remind us of days long ago 
One for each night they shed a sweet light 

To remind us of days long ago

I HAVE A LITTLE DREIDEL
I have a little dreidel. I made it out of clay. 

And when it’s dry and ready, then dreidel I shall play. 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, I made it out of clay. 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, then dreidel I shall play.

It has a lovely body, with legs so short and thin. 
When it gets all tired, it drops and then I win! 

Dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, with leg so short and thin. 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, it drops and then I win!

My dreidel’s always playful. It loves to dance and spin. 
A happy game of dreidel, come play now let’s begin. 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, it loves to dance and spin. 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel. Come play now let’s begin.

I have a little dreidel. I made it out of clay. 
When it’s dry and ready, dreidel I shall play. 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, I made you out of clay. 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, then dreidel I shall play.

MA’OZ TZUR
Maoz tzur y’shu·ah·ti,

L’cha na·eh l’shabei·ach
Tikkon beit t’filati

V’sham today n’zabei·ach
L’eit tachin mat’bei·ach
Mi·tzar ha·m’nabei·ach

Az egmor b’shir mizmor
Chanukat ha·miz’bei·ach

ROCK OF AGES
Rock of ages, let our song 
Praise Your saving power, 
You, amid the raging foes, 
Were our sheltering tower.

Furious, they assailed us, 
But Your arm availed us, 
And Your word 
Broke their sword 
When our own strength failed us.

מָעוֹז צוּרמָעוֹז צוּר
מָעוֹז צוּר ישְׁוּעָתִי, לְךָ נאֶָה לְשַבֵׁחַּ

.תִכּּוֹן בֵיּת תְפִּלָתִּי, וְשָםׁ תּוֹדָה נזְבֵַחַּ
.לְעֵת תָכִּין מַטְבֵחַּ מִצָרּ הַמְנבֵַחַּ

.אָז אֶגמְוֹר בְשִּׁיר מִזמְוֹר חֲנכַֻתּ הַמִּזבְֵחַּ
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THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine  
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

I’m gonna hold my light up in the air, I’m gonna let it shine 
I’m gonna hold my light up in the air, I’m gonna let it shine 
I’m gonna hold my light up in the air, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

I’m gonna take my light around the world, I’m gonna let it shine 
I’m gonna take my light around the world, I’m gonna let it shine 
I’m gonna take my light around the world, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

I won’t let anyone woooosh it out, I’m gonna let it shine 
I won’t let anyone woooosh it out, I’m gonna let it shine 
I won’t let anyone woooosh it out, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

S’VIVON
S’vi·von sov sov sov 
Ha·nu·ka hu hag tov 
Ha·nu·ka hu hag tov 
S’vi·von sov sov sov

gag sim·ha hu la·am 
nes ga·dol ha·ya·sham 
nes ga·dol ha·ya·sham 
hag sim·ha hu la·am

  סְבִיבוֹןסְבִיבוֹן
,סְבִיבוֹן – סבֹ סבֹ סבֹ

.חֲנכָֻּה הוּא חַג טוֹב
,חֲנכָֻּה הוּא חַג טוֹב

.סְבִיבוֹן – סבֹ סבֹ סבֹ
חַג שִׂמְחָה הוּא לָעָם

נסֵ גָּדוֹל הָיהָ שָׁם
חַג שִׂמְחָה הוּא לָעָם

נסֵ גָּדוֹל הָיהָ שָׁם

MI Y’MALEIL
Mi y’maleil g’vurot Yisrael;
Otan mee yimneh?
Hein b’khol dor yakum hagibor, 
go’eil ha’am.
Sh’ma!
Bayamim haheim baz’man hazeh,
Makkabi moshiyah u’fodeh,
Uv’yameunu kol am Yisrael
Yit’ahed yakum v’yiga’el.

  מִי ימְַלֵּלמִי ימְַלֵּל
,מִי ימְַלֵּל גְּבוּרוֹת ישְִׂרָאֵל

?אוֹתָן מִי ימְִנהֶ
הֵן בְּכָל דּוֹר יקָוּם הַגִּבּוֹר

.גּוֹאֵל הָעָם
!שְׁמַע

בַּיּמִָים הָהֵם בַּזּמְַן הַזּהֶ
,מַכַּבִּי מוֹשִׁיעַ וּפוֹדֶה

וּבְימֵָינוּ כָּל עַם ישְִׂרָאֵל
.יתְִאַחֵד, יקָוּם וְיגִָּאֵל

CHANUKAH SONGS
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LOTS OF LATKES 
Music: based on English folk song “Chumbara”

Lots of latkes, lots of latkes, lots of latkes, Let’s all eat ‘em up! 
S’vi-von sov sov, s’vi-von sov sov, s’vi-von sov sov, s’vi-von sov sov
Maccabee, maccabee, maccabee, maccabee, maccabee, maccabee 

DON’T LET THE LIGHT GO OUT
Music Written by: Peter, Paul and Mary 

Light one candle for the Maccabee children 
With thanks that their light didn’t die 
Light one candle for the pain they endured 
When their right to exist was denied 
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice 
Justice and freedom demand 
But light one candle for the wisdom to know 
When the peacemaker’s time is at hand

Don’t let the light go out! 
It’s lasted for so many years! 
Don’t let the light go out! 
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

Light one candle for the strength that we need 
To never become our own foe 
And light one candle for those who are suffering 
Pain we learned so long ago 
Light one candle for all we believe in 
That anger not tear us apart 
And light one candle to bind us together 
With peace as the song in our hearts

Don’t let the light go out! 
It’s lasted for so many years! 
Don’t let the light go out! 
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

What is the memory that’s valued so highly 
That we keep it alive in that flame? 
What’s the commitment to those who have died 
That we cry out they’ve not died in vain? 
We have come this far always believing 
That justice would somehow prevail 
This is the burden, this is the promise 
This is why we will not fail!

Don’t let the light go out! 
It’s lasted for so many years! 
Don’t let the light go out! 
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

Don’t let the light go out! 
Don’t let the light go out! 
Don’t let the light go out!

בָּאנוּ חוֹשֶׁךְבָּאנוּ חוֹשֶׁךְ
בָּאנוּ חוֹשֶׁךְ לְגרֵָשׁ

בְּידֵָינוּ אוֹר וָאֵשׁ
כָּל אֶחָד הוּא אוֹר קָטָן

וְכֻלָנוּ אוֹר אֵיתָן
סוּרָה חוֹשֶׁךְ הָלְאָה שְחוֹר

סוּרָה מִפְנּיֵ הָאוֹר

BANU CHOSHECH
Banu cho-she-ch leh-ga-rehsh 
Beya-deinu ohr va’esh 
Kol echad hu ohr katan 
V’chu-lanu ohr eitan 
Surah cho-shech hal-ah sh’chor 
Surah mipnei haor

Though the night is cold and dark. 
In our soul, there lies a spark. 
Each of us, is one small light. 
All together, we shine bright. 
Do a Mitzvah – light your spark. 
Let your glow shine through the 
dark. 
Do a Mitzvah – light your spark. 
Let your soul shine through the dark
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1.	 Which do we light first, Shabbat candles or Chanukah candles? 
We light the Chanukah candles first. We do not light anything else after the Shabbat  
candles are lit. 

2.	 What is the difference between an American and an Israeli Dreidel? 

The American Dreidel has the letters: Nun, Gimel, Hay, Shin 
“A Great Miracle Happened There” 

The Israeli Dreidel has the letters: Nun, Gimel, Hay, Pay 
“A Great Miracle Happened Here”

3.	 When does Chanukah begin?  
Chanukah begins in the Hebrew month of Kislev and ends in the month of Tevet.

4.	 �Why is the story of Chanukah not mentioned in the Torah? 
The events that led up to the holiday happened after the Torah period in 164 B.C.E. 

5.	 How many candles does it take to observe all the nights of Chanukah? 
It takes 44 candles all together to observe all the nights of Chanukah.

CHANUKIYAH
Is used on Chanukah and has 9 branches.

MENORAH
The symbol of Israel and has 7 branches.

The menorah was used in the Temple.

ש ה ג נ
פ ה ג נ

HISTORY OF CHANUKAH
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The story takes place in Judea under the ruler Antiochus Epiphanes. 
He set laws and restrictions on the Jewish people, preventing them 
from practicing Judaism and forcing them to recognize Greek idols as 
gods. The Jewish community disagreed about what to do under this 
ruler. Some felt they should become “Hellenized” (like the Greeks) in 
order to preserve life, while others felt their rights were being denied 
and they had to fight against these restrictions. This caused a civil 
war among the Jewish community that created much strife.

In the neighboring town of Modin, Mattathias, the father of five sons, 
took action. He publicly refused to eat pork in the town square and 
bow down to idols. This started a rebellion, and he and his sons led a 
small band of Jews fighting for their rights. They hid in the mountains 
and defied the army of Antiochus. The fighting went on for three 
years, during which time Antiochus’ army took over the Temple in 
Jerusalem and defiled its sacred holiness.

The legend goes, eventually the small band of farmers overcame the strong army and were able to 
return to Jerusalem to reclaim their holy Temple. That good can overcome evil with perseverance 
and belief in God, is one of the most memorable lessons of Chanukah. When the Jews went back to 
the Temple, however, they were horrified to find that it had been desecrated and was in shambles. 
Their first task was to clean and reestablish this holy site and bring it back to its sacred state. It 
was during this time that the menorah was to be lit, but there was not enough oil. Miraculously, 
the tiny bit of oil they were able to find lasted an entire week. That was very convenient because 
that’s about how long it took to process a new batch of oil from the olive crop. The oil lasting for 
eight nights is the reason for the lighting of the Chanukah menorah today.

HISTORY OF CHANUKAH
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What would Chanukah be without an exhilarating game of dreidel? Grab your friends, your 
family, your dreidel and the tokens of your choice, roll up your sleeves and get ready for 
some dreidel fun!

What you’ll need:

Y A dreidel

Y Tokens (pennies, raisins, candy or peanuts, for example) 

Y A flat playing surface (floor or table)

How to play:

1.	 Sit around the table or in a circle on the floor.
2.	 Everyone starts with the same number of tokens.
3.	 Each player puts one token in the center of the playing area (the pot).
4.	 Players take turns spinning the dreidel.  

Use the chart below to determine what to do:

5.	 When there are fewer than two tokens in the pot, each player puts one more token in 
the pot.

6.	 Play continues until someone has all the tokens.

DREIDEL ORIGIN
The dreidel reminds us of the miracle of Chanukah when 
a few drops of oil miraculously burned for eight days and 
nights after the Holy Temple was recaptured in 165 BCE. 
The letters on the dreidel stand for the Hebrew words:

Nes Gadol Hayah Sham
“A great miracle happened here.”

NUN – Player does nothing.

GIMMEL – Player takes all of the tokens in the pot.

HEY – Player takes half of the tokens in the pot.

SHIN – Player adds one token to the pot.

נ
ג
ה
ש
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CHARLOTTE’S POTATO LATKES
Ingredients:

•	7 baking potatoes, peeled and shredded

•	2 large onions, finely chopped

•	4 eggs, beaten

•	2 egg whites, beaten

•	½ cup to 1 cup flour

•	salt and pepper

•	oil for frying (I like an olive oil/canola blend)

Directions:
1.	Squeeze out any excess water from potatoes 

and from onions after shredded and chopped. 
2.	Combine potatoes, onions, eggs and egg 

whites, flour, salt and pepper. Squeeze again 
as you form latkes.

3.	Fry in sizzling oil until golden on each side. 
4.	Drain on newspaper. 

Makes 40-50 Small Latkes.

Serving suggestion: Serve with applesauce, 
sour cream, yogurt, etc.

Enjoy!

Recipes courtesy of Charlotte Sasso, member of  
JCOH and Secretary on our Board of Trustees.

CHARLOTTE’S GRAVLAX
Ingredients:
•	2 x 1 lb. pieces center cut salmon, skin on
•	1/2 cup sugar
•	1/2 cup  Diamond Crystal kosher salt
•	1/4 cup black peppercorns- lightly smashed
•	1/8 cup whole coriander- lightly smashed
•	1 large bunch dill chopped
•	1/8 cup aquavit(optional- can substitute gin,  

citrus or pepper flavored vodka)

Directions:
1.	Combine sugar, salt, peppercorns and 

coriander. Rub all over both of the fleshy 
sides of salmon. Place one side, skin side 
down in bottom of container. Sprinkle 
aquavit or other alcohol on both sides. Put 
dill on top of first side. Put other side on 
top of first side, flesh side down. Cover with 
plastic wrap. Put another container on top. 
Place heavy cans on top container to weigh 
down fish. Refrigerate for 2- 3 days. Flip fish 
daily. Make sure to reapply wrap and heavy 
cans.

2.	Brush off most of seasoning. Slice thin 
horizontal pieces almost parallel to the skin. 
You can swirl the fish in the liquid pooled on 
the container for extra flavor.

Optional Mustard Sauce Recipe:
Equal parts honey mustard and coarse mustard 
thinned by a small amount of white wine 
vinegar and a small amount of mild flavored oil 
such as canola or avocado plus some chopped 
fresh dill and freshly ground pepper.

CHANUKAH RECIPES
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MILTON THE MENORAH, A CHANUKAH ADVENTURE
The Bible Players are a team of “edutainers” using improv and comedy 
to teach Jewish values to all ages. Their retelling of the Festival of 
Light features the story of Milton the Menorah, an insecure menorah 
who finds the spirit (ruach) to shine. From the Priest Matityahu to 
the buffoonish King Antiochus, this is guaranteed to bring laughs to 
your Chanukah celebration.

CHANUKAH FAMILY PROGRAM  
THE BIBLE PLAYERS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 | 10:00AM

THE BIBLE PLAYERS
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Join us as we gather to support one another through the winter 
months. On each of these dates, we will meet at an East Hampton 
restaurant for dinner and sisterhood. Each participant is responsible 
for their own tab. The restaurant to be determined by how many 
will be joining. Reservations will be made two weeks in advance, so 
please send your response to cantor@jcoh.org.

LET’S DINE TOGETHER!

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19 | 6:00PM
THURSDAY, MARCH 19 | 6:00PM

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15 | 6:00PM

UPCOMING WOMEN’S DINE AROUND DATES

WOMEN’S DINE AROUND
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Patricia & Jeffrey Schneider

David & Rana Silver

Janet Samuels

Shelley Kilcoyne

Jerome Ganz

Jan & Marilyn Breslow

Rita Wasserman

Anita Hersh Philanthropic Fund

James & Joanne Handloser

Gary & Samara Kline

Howard Schneider 

Janet Vance

Susannah Blum 

Katy Kamen

Julie & Andrew Sacks

Neil & Bari Goldmacher

Wendy Wright 

Evan Agatston

Jenna Lipman

Barbara Klein

Steven & Diane Wiener

Myrna Daniels

Carol Wenig

Judith Lewin Kossover

Helen Sher

Pauline Kra

Roni Gerard

Wendy Serkin

Jill & Robert Bodian

Celeste & Jeffrey Wecker

Adam & Andrea Goodfriend

Robert Blumenthal

Richard & Barbara Lane

Allen & Beverley Fein

Lewis Samet

Scott Trommer & Vera Silver

Barbara Toll

Rabbi Barton & Jane Shallat

Troy & Sharon Grindle

Barbara Braun & Mitch Myrin

Mark & Candy Udell

Scott & Denise Lewis

Wayne & Suzanne Maggin

Ben & Esther Wieder

Sue Weinstein & Yehuda Erlichman

Andrew & Sandy Russell

Toni Somerstein

Jeffrey & Karen Levitt

Roger & Gloria Lang

Bruce & Charlotte Sasso

Hilary Levy

Donald & Helene Hirschfeld

Jeffrey Silverman

Jeffrey & Eileen Warner

Edward & Pamela Pantzer

Amy Schear

Lynn Green

Joel Miller

Judie Taylor

Kenneth Gilman & Carol Feinberg

Elise & Andrew Brownstein

Jean Forman

Susan Ehrlich

Madeline & Peter Friedfeld

Sari Drucker

Matt Nadel

Adam & Kasey Karp

Mark & Randy Ginsburg

Bruce Saber & Lisa Sotto

Catherine Sull & Dr. Jacalyn Shafer

Jordan & Samantha Platt

Sheila & Stuart Schneiderman

Edward Taffet

David Reiner

David & Carin Boris

The Grossman Family Philanthropic 
Foundation

Steve & Nicole Frankel

Stuart & Deborah Adelsberg

Stephen & Caroline Adler

Jane Herrick & Edward Wollman

Michael & Iris Smith

Peter & Rachel Sinensky

Carol Roaman

Rebecca Sternthal &  
Andrew Schiffrin

Alan Suna

Karen Silverman

Nancy Wintner

Geoffrey & Jane Troy

Fredric Gilde & Tracy Peterson

Martin & Dorothy Bandier

Jacqueline Lowey &  
David Kuperschmid

Linda Kamm

Julie Ratner

Elaine & Hirschel Abelson

Morris & Susan Mark

Stephen Gelfman

Alan & Rosetta Weiser

HIGH HOLY DAY APPEAL HIGH HOLY DAY APPEAL  
(CONTINUED)

HIGH HOLY DAY APPEAL  
(CONTINUED)
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RABBI JOSH FRANKLIN’S  
DISCRETIONARY

Roger & Gloria Lang

Barbara & Elliot Cooperstone

Sue Weinstein & Yehuda Erlichman

Nancy Wintner

Alan & Marion Garfield 
in memory of Frances Garfield

Jeffrey & Eileen Warner 
in memory of Donald Warner

Jeffrey & Eileen Warner 
in memory of Linda Warner

Irene Kohn &  
Jeanne Marie Champagne 
in memory of Anita Hersh

Irene Silverman 
in memory of Julia Levy

Hilary Levy 
in memory of Irene Mosbach 

Barbara Seril 
in memory of Ada Hinden

Dianne Altman 
in memory of Lillian Altman

Alan & Rosetta Weiser 
in memory of Nina Jannotto

Jeffrey & Eileen Warner 
in memory of Ann Lippel

Hilary Levy 
in memory of Fred Mosbach

YAHRZEIT  
DONATION

Linda Patent 
in honor of Rabbi Alicia Magal 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

Alan & Marion Garfield

ONEG/KIDDUSH  
SPONSOR

Roger & Gloria Lang

Roberta Roth 
in memory of Max English

Lloyd & Deanna Elkowitz

Alan, Anita, Jake & Julie Sosne

Sue Weinstein & Yehuda Erlichman

Marjorie Goodstone

CANTOR DEBRA STEIN, RABBI’S  
DISCRETIONARY

Esther & Peter Kind

David & Renee Golush

Alan, Deborah & Matthew Cohen  
in memory of Claire Odell

Ben & Lauren Middleberg	 
in memory of Shelley Middleberg

Robert Futterman

Philip Turits

Jodi & Andrew Sussman  
in memory of Claire Odell

Renee & Michael Speisman

Rosalind Devon

Cheryl Minkin

Marjorie Garland

Marjorie Goodstone

Arlene Zimmerman

Gary Horowitz

Sara Handreke

Eilene Schiller & Gail Hyman	

Marilyn Ruda  
in memory of Abraham Ruda

Matthew Mallow  
in honor of Harry Katz &  
Linda Kamm

Rachel Decker

Roberta Roth 
in memory of Harvey Roth

Debra Engel

Barry Wintner

Sharon Dresbach 
in honor of virtual Shabbat services

Vivien Clair

Lori Maslow

Liane Lunden

Kerin McCarthy Fredman 
in memory of Andrew Fredman

GENERAL  
DONATION

Jan & Iris Lambert

Leonard Ackerman

Lawrence & Rita Lieberman

Irene Silverman 

Scott & Tami Schneider

Fredrick Becker &  
Jeffrey Tannenbaum

Daniel Kenigsberg & Susan Blum

Stuart Berg & Natalie Bowden

David & Gail Rose

Beth Hirschfeld

Jason & Lindsay Schlossberg

Judith Reiss

Carole Ostroff

Barbara Macklowe

Donna Karan

Corinne Soikin Strauss &  
Alan Schachter

Irving Shafran

Andrew & Jodi Sussman

Arnold & Mildred Glimcher

Steven & Lauren Schwartz

Martin Gershon &  
Marilyn Goldstein

Michael & Claire Olshan

Michael & Lori Beth Singer

Samuel Ashner

HIGH HOLY DAY APPEAL  
(CONTINUED)
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ACROSS
1. Our most playful holiday
4. The architect of the sanctuary, Norman ___
7. City transport
9. Palm fronds used for Sukkot
11. Piece of corn
13. Holy
14. Debra Stein’s role, The ___
15. Mourners’ prayer
19. Children’s chasing game
20. Garden that symbolizes harmony and peace
21.  ___Gershwin
22. “___ the rainbow.....”
23. Retains
24. Spiritual leader
27.  ___ Al airline
28. A prayer shawl
32.  ___ Mitzvah
34. Rabbinical commentary on the Mishnah
37. Joy or Shabbat celebration
39. Saturday
41. The school, 2 words
44. Hebrew word for witness
46. �First name of the girl who wrote a diary of her  

family’s time in hiding from the Nazis in WWII
47. Road, for short
48. JCOH Founder Evan’s last name
50. You’ll find the clergy here
52. Unleavened flatbread made for flour and water
54. Found on the door frame of a Jewish home
56. Our God
57. Deep distress
59. The Bitter herbs of Passover
60. Poetic tribute
61. The latest addition
65. Indicating an unspecified large number
66. Gentle sound of a dove
68. Abbreviation after a doctor’s title
69. Hebrew word meaning son
71. Written interpretation of Talmud
73. Difficult
75. Related family
76. The architect of the latest addition, ___Dattner
79.  ___ display
80. It would have been enough
82. Nights of Chanukah
84. Precious stone
86. Future desire
87. Chatter
88. Language of Eastern European Jews

DOWN
1. Celebration of the Exodus
2. Wife of Jacob
3. Come together
4. Suffix for a son
5. The Rabbi, Josh ___
6. �Book where God is hidden - if you see the  

whole scroll you can see that God is there
7. Has a concern for others
8. Bread maker
9. Moses ___ the Israelites out of Egypt
10. Continuation of the Shema
12. Month when Purim is celebrated
16. Anecdotal collection
17. Third in line in a family
18. Father to a son, abbr.
25. Busy pollinator
26. Sinai, for example, abbr.
29. Orange color
30. Portion of land
31. �Meal celebrated on the first night of the Passover,  

a time for retelling the story of the Exodus
33. Remains after burning
35. Caviar
36. Lekach
38. 6th month
39. Symbol of God’s presence, a source of light and warmth
40. Includes
41. Chet - transgression against God’s commandments
42. Sphere
43. �Holocaust survivor and writer who tracked  

down Nazis after the war, ___Wiesenthal
45. Life or eighteen
48. �Concept that encompasses both individual liberties  

and moral responsibilities
49. Bluish-green color
51. Match up
53. The scrolls kept in the ark
54. Sound from a herd
55. Tribe that was an enemy of the Israelites
58. Beit ____: rabbinic court
59. Holds the candles for Chanukah
62. It’s used in Chanukah menorahs
63. Prayer for the wine
64. Name of the Administrative building
66. Friendly conversation
67. Rowing implement
70. African river
72. King David ____
74. Fridays in the summer
77. Head covering
78. Shakshuka ingredient
81. Yale student
83. Expression of surprise
85. Belonging to me

ANSWER KEY

CROSSWORD
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Chanukah Crossword Puzzle
Celebrate the light of Chanukah with a little brain-teasing fun! Enjoy our special 
JCOH Chanukah crossword puzzle and see how many clues you can illuminate.

We will email the answer key later this week.

CROSSWORD
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