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FIND YOUR CENTER FOR THE HOLIDAY, 
HERE.

חג האורים שמח
HAPPY CHANUKAH
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Why Jews Love Chanukah
Rabbis around the world often remind their communities around 
this time of the year that “Chanukah is a minor holiday.” While 
entire tractates of rabbinic literature are dedicated to discussing 
the details and customs of holidays like Sukkot, Passover, Rosh 
Hashanah, Purim, and Yom Kippur, only a few mere folios of 
discussion are given to Chanukah.  In ages past Chanukah was 
relegated as a tiny blip on the Jewish radar; it has emerged as one 
of the most celebrated Jewish traditions among American Jews.

One study from 2018 noted that two-thirds of American Jews (68%) believe that Chanukah 
is one of the three most important Jewish holidays. More Jews light Chanukah candles than 
attend Passover Seders and even fast on Yom Kippur. So while Chanukah may not be so 
important through the lens of tradition, it has become important for American Jews as seen 
through their behavior. No, I don’t believe that the American Jewish emphasis on Chanukah 
stems from the need American Jews have felt to be a part of the pervasive Christmas 
culture. Rather, I think that the motifs and symbols of Chanukah resonate strongly with the 
American spiritual palate.

At its core, Chanukah celebrates the creation of light during a season of darkness. As the 
freezing nights of winter envelop our days, Chanukah reminds us that that we have the 
power to illuminate the darkness. The lamps of light don’t just symbolize the eight days that 
a kruse of oil miraculously lasted when the Maccabees rededicated the Temple (164 BCE). 
The lamps remind us that light has the potential to transform us emotionally and spiritually. 
For the rabbis of old, light symbolized holiness. On each successive night of Chanukah, we 
increase in holiness as we add lights to our Chanukah menorahs. These  rituals are simple 
and accessible, yet also profound. No wonder so many American Jews relate to it.

Elevate your Chanukah experience this year with the Jewish Center of the Hamptons. 
Each night we will be lighting a Chanukah menorah at different locations throughout the 
Hamptons. From Nick & Toni’s to The Clubhouse, don’t miss out on bringing light to our 
Hamptons community in some of our favorite places.

Rabbi J oshua Franklin
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Pop-Up chanukah
JOIN US FOR 

DECEMBER 18-25 
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When We Sing to God
In Psalms we hear the words Shiru Ladonai Shir Chadash, Sing 
unto Adonai a new song. Songs and music have forever been a 
motivational cry, both in liturgy and in social action. The song we 
sing for Chanukah, Maoz Tzur, Rock of Ages was first composed in 
the 13th century, by Mordechai ben Isaac Halevy. It is an acrostic, 
as you can see his name in the first five stanzas of the poem. We, 
as Ashkenazic Jews, tend to sing a melody that dates to 1450, and 
is an adaption of a German Folk song. The middle section, also an 

adaption from a German song, is a battle song. When we look at the history of this poem, we 
see that the beginning of the melody was also adapted for church music by Johan Sebastian 
Bach, among others.

Many melodies that we sing are adaptations from “secular” music of the period. This was 
not only commonplace for synagogues, but for Churches as well. In recent days, we have 
used Leonard Cohen’s popular Hallelujah for L’cha Dodi, and his Who by Fire in our High 
Holiday liturgy. Crossing cultures and melodies make prayer music more accessible for the 
untrained ear and allows one to worship with a more familiar melody.

As a cantor, part of my role is to balance the new with the old, the sacred melodies with the 
“stolen” melodies. There is a place in our liturgy for both.

However, there is another minhag (custom) that we follow in our liturgical music. When we 
approach a holiday, the music of that holiday is inserted into our worship experience. The 
week prior to a holiday, you will hear me changing some of the prayer melodies to include 
the announcement of the next holiday. As we approach Chanukah, listen for Maoz Tzur 
melody in our Mee Chamocha. On the Shabbat of Chanukah, this melody will again find its 
way into both Mee Chamocha and Hallel. Let us remember that prayer books and calendars 
are recent inventions. The way a Shaliach Tzibor, prayer leader kept his congregation 
attuned to the liturgical calendar was through melodies and new moon announcements.

This Chanukah, I pray we see new lights. I pray we see lights of caring and giving, light of 
peace and prosperity, lights of health and hope.

May your Chanukiah shine brightly in your windows, and may you as individuals bring that 
light into our world through acts of Tikun Ha’Olam, repairing the world.

B’shira u’v’Shalom 

Rabbi Debra Stein
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Adopt a Family
Every year, Jewish Center of the Hamptons and other houses of worship and businesses in the area 
partner with The Retreat to ensure that the children who are living in shelters can have a joyous 
holiday season. Once again, we will have our large Chanukah Menorah with hundreds of candles 
expressing the wishes of children from the retreat written on them. We ask you to take candles 
and go shopping for the gifts the children are asking for.

This year we have adopted three families. Listed below is a brief description of the families and the 
gifts they are asking for. Please open your heart and help these families enjoy the holiday season.

Frequently Asked Questions

• This list are items that the family needs or wants. You do not need to purchase all items listed.

• Gift cards in $25 and $50 denominations are greatly appreciated.  
They allow clients to shop for the items that they need for their families.

• Gift receipts are not required.  
If you include a gift receipt, staple or tape it to the item’s tag so it is not misplaced.

• Do not wrap gifts.  
All items are reviewed by our direct service staff to ensure that each gift is appropriate to the 
individual client and their personal situation. Gift wrap is provided along with the gifts.

• Please deliver donations to the Jewish Center. Mark each gift with the family number.

• We ask that all gifts are delivered by end of day, Sunday, December 11. This allows The Retreat 
10 days to deliver gifts to their clients who live between Montauk and Brookhaven.

Have questions not answered here? 
Reach out to Rabbi Debra Stein by phone at 631-324-9858 or email cantor@jcoh.org.
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first Night REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

Sunday December 18 5:00pm

Nick & Toni’s 
136 North Main Street, East Hampton, New York 11937
Kick off the festival of lights with a menorah lighting at one of 
our favorite restaurants in the Hamptons. Have a drink, enjoy 
some latkes, and reserve your table for dinner. Space is limited.

third Night 

Tuesday December 20 5:00pm

BookHampton 
41 Main Street, East Hampton, NY 11937
Read some Chanukah stories with the clergy, sing some songs, 
and children will walk away with an age-appropriate Chanukah 
book compliments of Jewish Center of the Hamptons.

second Night 

Monday December 19 5:00pm

Old Hook Windmill 
North Main Street, East Hampton, New York 11937
Light the menorah at one of East Hampton’s most iconic 
buildings, Old Hook Windmill. We will sing Chanukah songs, 
give out gifts to children, and enjoy the light of community. 

Pop-Upchanukah
Come light the menorah on each night of Chanukah at our favorite places in the Hamptons.

Bring the Chanukah spirit not just to your homes, 
but to the entire East Hampton community.

Make this Chanukah season extra special with these pop-up menorah lightings!



DECEMBER | 7 

fifth Night REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

Thursday December 22 5:00pm

The Clubhouse 
174 Daniels Hole Road, East Hampton, NY 11937
A family friendly Chanukah celebration and menorah lighting that 
has something for everyone. Join us for a menorah lighting and 
stay for the arcade, drinks, dinner, and bowling.

sixth Night 

Friday December 23 5:00pm

Shabbat & Chanukah on the Beach 
101 Ocean Ave, East Hampton, NY 11937
Join us around a beach bonfire for a menorah lighting and Shabbat 
on the Beach service. It might be chilly, but feel free to warm up 
with fresh hot cocoa.

seventh Night REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

Saturday december 24 5:00pm

Sen Restaurant 
23 Main Street, Sag Harbor, NY 11963
Join our combination Chanukah celebration and tradition of 
Jews eating Asian food on Christmas Eve! Grab a drink at the 
bar as we light the menorah and reserve your table for dinner. 
This event is reserved for JCOH members. Space is limited.

eighth Night REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

Sunday December 25 5:00pm

Chanukah at Rabbi’s House
Join Rabbi Franklin’s family for a special evening of Chanukah 
celebration in his home. Enjoy homemade latkes, sufganyot from 
Grindstone Doughnuts, and Rabbi Franklin’s specially brewed 
Chanukahfest Ale. This event is reserved for JCOH members 
and Gates of Jewish Learning families. Space is limited.

fourth Night REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

Wednesday December 21 5:00pm

Chanukah Cabaret at Cantor’s Home
Join Rabbi Debra Stein, Cantor in her home, bring your favorite 
Chanukah song and some pennies as we sing and spin in 
celebration of Chanukah. This event is reserved for JCOH 
members. Space is limited.
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Reflecting Light
Since I celebrated Christmas as a child and young adult, my first 
experience celebrating Chanukah was underwhelming. Sure, I 
had studied the traditions and deeper meanings, but in reality it 
didn’t feel festive. What do you mean we only light one candle? 
Then only two? We only open one present while the pile remains 
untouched? How frustrating! Though I learned early on in my 
newly created Jewish life that Chanukah is not the Jewish version 
of Christmas, in those early years, the association remained.

A Christmas tree goes from bare to bedazzled in one day. A heap of presents can be 
demolished in a giddy frenzy in less than an hour! That’s exciting... but then there’s nothing 
left to be done. It’s over.

This year I will celebrate my 24th Chanukah, which will officially mark that I’ve been Jewish 
for longer than I’ve been Christian. Yes, I’m 47, and for the past decade or so, I’ve noticed 
that Chanukah has become a gentle reminder for me to live more slowly and appreciate 
what’s right in front of me. To be in the present moment, to slow down and savor each 
day, each candle, one by one. It took me a long time to get to this point. When I had four 
tiny toddlers, often my first thought upon waking was “I can’t wait for this day to be over.” 
But when we wish for time to pass quickly, we forget that we’ll never get those days back. 
They’re over.

Chanukah reminds me it’s the journey that matters. What I once interpreted as mundane, 
I now see as peaceful, and as an opportunity. This Chanukah I get to savor the light of each 
candle and reflect upon all the light in my life and in my days. And I get to do this again and 
again for eight nights. I’ll still get to light the entire menorah, I’ll still get to unwrap all the 
presents, just not all at once.

We don’t need to rush or try to get through our days as fast as possible, not even the bad 
ones. Like the small jar of oil that lasted, one little thought of gratitude can get you through 
the darkness, unhurried, centered, and grateful...

Margaret Barcohana
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December 5 – 14
Join your fellow congregants and participate 
in our Whole Lotta Chanukah event! Share 
your favorite Chanukah photos, traditions, and 
recipes! All entries will be compiled to create 
a meaningful electronic memory book to be 
shared with the JCOH community and one 
submission per day will be randomly chosen to 
receive a fun and fabulous Chanukah gift!

Submit your favorite  
Chanukah celebration photo

Special Gift!
Gift card to Grindstone Coffee for the 

purchase of their delicious jelly doughnuts.

SWEET MEMORIES
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5 

Submit your favorite  
Chanukah recipe

WHAT LIGHTS YOUR FIRE?

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 

Submit your favorite  
Chanukah recipe

WHOLE LATKE LOVE!

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12

In 50 word or less, submit your 
favorite Chanukah tradition

LET’S GELT TOGETHER!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

Submit your favorite  
Chanukah celebration photo

TRADITION! TRADITION!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14

Special Gift!
A beautiful Chanukah menorah & candles

Special Gift!
Extra Virgin Olive Oil

Special Gift!
Gift Card for Chinese Food

Special Gift!
Indulgent Gourmet Chocolate
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Join a Shabbat experience filled with 
singing, dancing, and stories. Find your 
community among families and make 
Shabbat into a fun and exciting evening.

If you’d like to host other families for 
Shabbat dinner, or if you’d like to be hosted  
for Shabbat dinner, please email Rabbi 
Franklin at jfranklin@jcoh.org.

FRIDAY 
December 9 
5pm

IN-PERSON

Family 

IN-PERSON

SAVE THE DATE!
LIVE from the JCOH Social Hall!

Two Jews Making Food -  
On The Road
LATKELICIOUS!

Sunday, December 18
11:00 am

Join LTV’s Two Jews Making Food duo 
Amy Kirwin & Rebecca Edana  
for a lakte Lollapalooza!
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mini Foodie Film Festival
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

L I V E  A T  T H E  J E W I S H  C E N T E R  O F  T H E  H A M P T O N S

Meet Ziggy Gruber, co-owner of a large deli in Houston and the 
grandson of the original owner of the Rialto Deli which was the first 
Kosher deli to open on Broadway in New York City in the 1920s.  
The film highlights famous Jewish delis in Manhattan, Queens, Los 
Angeles and San Francisco and their histories, but the emphasis is 
on Ziggy’s love of deli, the cultural aspects of the food and how the 
culture and the desire for this food is disappearing. Where there 
were once thousands of delis across the country, there are now fewer 
than 150 left in the entire U.S. Such luminaries as Larry King, Jerry 
Stiller, Fyvush Finkel, Freddie Roman and Alan Dershowitz as well 
as various deli owners express their love for the culture and the food.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
6PM – DELI STYLE SANDWICHES  •  7PM – MOVIE PRESENTATION 

U P C O M I N G  M O V I E :  S A V E  T H E  D A T E

BREAKING BREAD
Saturday, January 14 
6pm – Small Bites & Wine  
7pm – Movie Presentation

IN-PERSON

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED

A JCOH 

MEMBER 

EVENT
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BLESSING OVER CANDLES
ָבּרּוְך ַאָתּה יְיָ ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam
Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe

ֲאֶשׁר ִקְדָּשׁנּו ְבִּמְצֹוָתיו, ְוִצָוּנּו
asher Kidishanu b’mitz’votav v’tzivanu

Who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us

ְלַהְדִליק נֵר ֶשׁל ֲחנָֻכּה
l’had’lik near shel Chanukah. Amein.

to light the lights of Chanukah. Amen.

BLESSING FOR CHANUKAH
ָבּרּוְך ַאָתּה יְיָ ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam
Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe

ֶשָׁעָשׂה נִִסּים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבּיִָּמים ָהֵהם ַבּזְַמן ַהזֶּה.
she’asah nisim la’avoteinu bayamim haheim baziman hazeh. Amein.

Who performed miracles for our ancestors in those days at this time. Amen.

Happy Chanukah

ָבּרּוְך ַאָתּה יְיָ ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם,
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha’olam

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe

ֶשֶׁהֱחיָנּו ְוִקיְָּמנּו ְוִהגִּיָענּו ַלזְַּמן ַהזֶּה.
shehecheanu v’kiyimanu v’higi’anu laz’man hazeh.  

Amein.
Who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season. 

Amen.

SHEHECHEYANU
(first night only)
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OH CHANUKAH
Oh Chanukah, Oh Chanukah, come light the menorah 

Let’s have a party, we’ll all dance the Horah 
Gather ‘round the table, we’ll give you a treat 

Dreidels to play with and latkes to eat

And while we are playing the candles are burning low 
One for each night they shed a sweet light 

To remind us of days long ago 
One for each night they shed a sweet light 

To remind us of days long ago

I HAVE A LITTLE DREIDEL
I have a little dreidel. I made it out of clay. 

And when it’s dry and ready, then dreidel I shall play. 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, I made it out of clay. 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, then dreidel I shall play.

It has a lovely body, with legs so short and thin. 
When it gets all tired, it drops and then I win! 

Dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, with leg so short and thin. 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, it drops and then I win!

My dreidel’s always playful. It loves to dance and spin. 
A happy game of dreidel, come play now let’s begin. 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, it loves to dance and spin. 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel. Come play now let’s begin.

I have a little dreidel. I made it out of clay. 
When it’s dry and ready, dreidel I shall play. 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, I made you out of clay. 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, then dreidel I shall play.

MA’OZ TZUR
Maoz tzur y’shu·ah·ti,

L’cha na·eh l’shabei·ach
Tikkon beit t’filati

V’sham today n’zabei·ach
L’eit tachin mat’bei·ach
Mi·tzar ha·m’nabei·ach

Az egmor b’shir mizmor
Chanukat ha·miz’bei·ach

ROCK OF AGES
Rock of ages, let our song 
Praise Your saving power, 
You, amid the raging foes, 
Were our sheltering tower.

Furious, they assailed us, 
But Your arm availed us, 
And Your word 
Broke their sword 
When our own strength failed us.

ָמעֹוז צּורָמעֹוז צּור
ָמעֹוז צּור יְׁשּוָעִתי, ְלָך נֶָאה ְלַשֵׁבַּח

.ִתּּכֹון ֵבּית ְתִּפָלִּתי, ְוָשׁם ּתֹוָדה נְזֵַבַּח
.ְלֵעת ָתִּכין ַמְטֵבַּח ִמָצּר ַהְמנֵַבַּח

.ָאז ֶאגְמֹור ְבִּשׁיר ִמזְמֹור ֲחנַֻכּת ַהִמּזְֵבַּח
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THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine  
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

I’m gonna hold my light up in the air, I’m gonna let it shine 
I’m gonna hold my light up in the air, I’m gonna let it shine 
I’m gonna hold my light up in the air, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

I’m gonna take my light around the world, I’m gonna let it shine 
I’m gonna take my light around the world, I’m gonna let it shine 
I’m gonna take my light around the world, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

I won’t let anyone woooosh it out, I’m gonna let it shine 
I won’t let anyone woooosh it out, I’m gonna let it shine 
I won’t let anyone woooosh it out, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

S’VIVON
S’vi·von sov sov sov 
Ha·nu·ka hu hag tov 
Ha·nu·ka hu hag tov 
S’vi·von sov sov sov

gag sim·ha hu la·am 
nes ga·dol ha·ya·sham 
nes ga·dol ha·ya·sham 
hag sim·ha hu la·am

  ְסִביבֹוןְסִביבֹון
,ְסִביבֹון – סֹב סֹב סֹב

.ֲחנָֻּכה הּוא ַחג טֹוב
,ֲחנָֻּכה הּוא ַחג טֹוב

.ְסִביבֹון – סֹב סֹב סֹב
ַחג ִׂשְמָחה הּוא ָלָעם

נֵס ָּגדֹול ָהיָה ָׁשם
ַחג ִׂשְמָחה הּוא ָלָעם

נֵס ָּגדֹול ָהיָה ָׁשם

MI Y’MALEIL
Mi y’maleil g’vurot Yisrael;
Otan mee yimneh?
Hein b’khol dor yakum hagibor, 
go’eil ha’am.
Sh’ma!
Bayamim haheim baz’man hazeh,
Makkabi moshiyah u’fodeh,
Uv’yameunu kol am Yisrael
Yit’ahed yakum v’yiga’el.

  ִמי יְַמֵּללִמי יְַמֵּלל
,ִמי יְַמֵּלל ְּגבּורֹות יְִׂשָרֵאל

?אֹוָתן ִמי יְִמנֶה
ֵהן ְּבָכל ּדֹור יָקּום ַהִּגּבֹור

.ּגֹוֵאל ָהָעם
!ְׁשַמע

ַּבּיִָמים ָהֵהם ַּבּזְַמן ַהּזֶה
,ַמַּכִּבי מֹוִׁשיַע ּופֹוֶדה

ּוְביֵָמינּו ָּכל ַעם יְִׂשָרֵאל
.יְִתַאֵחד, יָקּום ְויִָּגֵאל
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LOTS OF LATKES 
Music: based on English folk song “Chumbara”

Lots of latkes, lots of latkes, lots of latkes, Let’s all eat ‘em up! 
S’vi-von sov sov, s’vi-von sov sov, s’vi-von sov sov, s’vi-von sov sov
Maccabee, maccabee, maccabee, maccabee, maccabee, maccabee 

DON’T LET THE LIGHT GO OUT
Music Written by: Peter, Paul and Mary 

Light one candle for the Maccabee children 
With thanks that their light didn’t die 
Light one candle for the pain they endured 
When their right to exist was denied 
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice 
Justice and freedom demand 
But light one candle for the wisdom to know 
When the peacemaker’s time is at hand

Don’t let the light go out! 
It’s lasted for so many years! 
Don’t let the light go out! 
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

Light one candle for the strength that we need 
To never become our own foe 
And light one candle for those who are suffering 
Pain we learned so long ago 
Light one candle for all we believe in 
That anger not tear us apart 
And light one candle to bind us together 
With peace as the song in our hearts

Don’t let the light go out! 
It’s lasted for so many years! 
Don’t let the light go out! 
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

What is the memory that’s valued so highly 
That we keep it alive in that flame? 
What’s the commitment to those who have died 
That we cry out they’ve not died in vain? 
We have come this far always believing 
That justice would somehow prevail 
This is the burden, this is the promise 
This is why we will not fail!

Don’t let the light go out! 
It’s lasted for so many years! 
Don’t let the light go out! 
Let it shine through our love and our tears.

Don’t let the light go out! 
Don’t let the light go out! 
Don’t let the light go out!

ָּבאנּו חֹוֶׁשְךָּבאנּו חֹוֶׁשְך
ָּבאנּו חֹוֶׁשְך ְלגֵָרׁש

ְּביֵָדינּו אֹור ָוֵאׁש
ָּכל ֶאָחד הּוא אֹור ָקָטן

ְוֻכָלנּו אֹור ֵאיָתן
סּוָרה חֹוֶׁשְך ָהְלָאה ְשחֹור

סּוָרה ִמְפּנֵי ָהאֹור

BANU CHOSHECH
Banu cho-she-ch leh-ga-rehsh 
Beya-deinu ohr va’esh 
Kol echad hu ohr katan 
V’chu-lanu ohr eitan 
Surah cho-shech hal-ah sh’chor 
Surah mipnei haor

Though the night is cold and dark. 
In our soul, there lies a spark. 
Each of us, is one small light. 
All together, we shine bright. 
Do a Mitzvah – light your spark. 
Let your glow shine through the 
dark. 
Do a Mitzvah – light your spark. 
Let your soul shine through the dark
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As we increase the lights of Chanukah, adding a candle each night, so too might we, by our actions, 
bring new light to the world: light to those living in poverty, light for our fragile ecosystems, light 
for all of our children and the light of religious liberty.

Candle 1: Light up HUNGER 
Take a brown paper bag from the JCOH. Every time you shop buy 
an extra can or non-perishable box of food. When your bag is full, 
bring it to the JCOH and we will deliver it to a local food pantry. 

Candle 2: Light up LITERACY
Donate your gently used books to the Bridgehampton Child Care 
& Recreation Center.

Candle 3: Light up a GREEN CHANUKAH
Save paper and trees by sending e-cards instead of paper-based cards.

Candle 8: Light up the WORLD
Choose a charity to donate your tzedakah.

Candle 5: Light up and WARM the world
Donate a warm winter coat to Maureen’s Haven.

Candle 6: Light up HUMAN RIGHTS
Purchase Fair Trade products.

Candle 7: Light up RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
Invite a friend to your home to celebrate Chanukah.

Candle 4: Light up the light of SOCIAL ACTION
Volunteer with Rabbi Joshua Franklin and Rabbi Debra Stein, Cantor 
Call the office at 631-324-9858 or email office@jcoh.org if you can help.
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1. Which do we light first, Shabbat candles or Chanukah candles? 
We light the Chanukah candles first. We do not light anything else after the Shabbat  
candles are lit. 

2. What is the difference between an American and an Israeli Dreidel? 

The American Dreidel has the letters: Nun, Gimel, Hay, Shin 
“A Great Miracle Happened There” 

The Israeli Dreidel has the letters: Nun, Gimel, Hay, Pay 
“A Great Miracle Happened Here”

3. When does Chanukah begin?  
Chanukah begins in the Hebrew month of Kislev and ends in the month of Tevet.

4.  Why is the story of Chanukah not mentioned in the Torah? 
The events that led up to the holiday happened after the Torah period in 164 B.C.E. 

5. How many candles does it take to observe all the nights of Chanukah? 
It takes 44 candles all together to observe all the nights of Chanukah.

CHANUKIAH
Is used on Chanukah and has 9 branches.

MENORAH
The symbol of Israel and has 7 branches.

The menorah was used in the Temple.

ש ה ג נ
פ ה ג נ
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The story takes place in Judea under the ruler Antiochus Epiphanes. 
He set laws and restrictions on the Jewish people, preventing them 
from practicing Judaism and forcing them to recognize Greek idols as 
gods. The Jewish community disagreed about what to do under this 
ruler. Some felt they should become “Hellenized” (like the Greeks) in 
order to preserve life, while others felt their rights were being denied 
and they had to fight against these restrictions. This caused a civil 
war among the Jewish community that created much strife.

In the neighboring town of Modin, Mattathias, the father of five sons, 
took action. He publicly refused to eat pork in the town square and 
bow down to idols. This started a rebellion, and he and his sons led a 
small band of Jews fighting for their rights. They hid in the mountains 
and defied the army of Antiochus. The fighting went on for three 
years, during which time Antiochus’ army took over the Temple in 
Jerusalem and defiled its sacred holiness.

The legend goes, eventually the small band of farmers overcame the strong army and were able to 
return to Jerusalem to reclaim their holy Temple. That good can overcome evil with perseverance 
and belief in God, is one of the most memorable lessons of Chanukah. When the Jews went back to 
the Temple, however, they were horrified to find that it had been desecrated and was in shambles. 
Their first task was to clean and reestablish this holy site and bring it back to its sacred state. It 
was during this time that the menorah was to be lit, but there was not enough oil. Miraculously, 
the tiny bit of oil they were able to find lasted an entire week. That was very convenient because 
that’s about how long it took to process a new batch of oil from the olive crop. The oil lasting for 
eight nights is the reason for the lighting of the Chanukah menorah today.
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What would Chanukah be without an exhilarating game of dreidel? Grab your friends, your 
family, your dreidel and the tokens of your choice, roll up your sleeves and get ready for 
some dreidel fun!

What you’ll need:

Y A dreidel

Y Tokens (pennies, raisins, candy or peanuts, for example) 

Y A flat playing surface (floor or table)

How to play:

1. Sit around the table or in a circle on the floor.
2. Everyone starts with the same number of tokens.
3. Each player puts one token in the center of the playing area (the pot).
4. Players take turns spinning the dreidel.  

Use the chart below to determine what to do:

5. When there are fewer than two tokens in the pot, each player puts one more token in 
the pot.

6. Play continues until someone has all the tokens.

DREIDEL ORIGIN
The dreidel reminds us of the miracle of Chanukah when 
a few drops of oil miraculously burned for eight days and 
nights after the Holy Temple was recaptured in 165 BCE. 
The letters on the dreidel stand for the Hebrew words:

Nes Gadol Hayah Sham
“A great miracle happened here.”

NUN – Player does nothing.

GIMMEL – Player takes all of the tokens in the pot.

HEY – Player takes half of the tokens in the pot.

SHIN – Player adds one token to the pot.

נ
ג
ה
ש
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CHEESE LATKES
Ingredients:
• 3 eggs
• 1 cup milk
• 1 cup creamed cottage cheese
• 1 cup matzo meal
• ½ tsp. ground cinnamon
• oil for frying (canola is recommended)

Directions:
1. Beat eggs with milk. Add cottage cheese.
2. Mix matzo meal with and cinnamon. add to 

egg mixture and beat.
3. Pour ½ inch of oil into a frying pan. Heat the 

oil over medium-high heat. 
4. Carefully drop ¼ cup of the pancake mixture 

into the hot oil. 
5. Flatten the pancake slightly so the center 

will cook. 
6. Fry for several minutes on each side until 

golden brown and cooked through. 
7. Drain on paper towels. 

Serving suggestion: Serve the latkes with 
applesauce. 

CHARLOTTE’S POTATO LATKES
Ingredients:
• 7 baking potatoes, peeled and shredded
• 2 large onions, finely chopped
• 4 eggs, beaten
• 2 egg whites, beaten
• ½ cup to 1 cup flour
• salt and pepper
• oil for frying (I like an olive oil/canola blend)

Directions:
1. Squeeze out any excess water from potatoes 

and from onions after shredded and chopped. 
2. Combine potatoes, onions, eggs and egg 

whites, flour, salt and pepper. Squeeze again 
as you form latkes.

3. Fry in sizzling oil until golden on each side. 
4. Drain on newspaper. 

Makes 40-50 Small Latkes.

Serving suggestion: Serve with applesauce, 
sour cream, yogurt, etc.

Enjoy!

Recipe courtesy of Charlotte Sasso, member of  
JCOH and Secretary on our Board of Trustees.
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SUFGANIYOT (ISRAELI JELLY DOUGHNUTS)
Adapted from Joan Nathan’s “The Children’s Jewish Holiday Kitchen”

Ingredients:
• 1 packet dry yeast (1 tablespoon)
• 4 Tbsp. sugar
• ¾ cup lukewarm milk or water
• 2 ½ cups all-purpose flour
• 1 pinch of salt
• 1 tsp. ground cinnamon
• 2 eggs, separated
• 2 Tbsp. butter or margarine, softened
• Preserves or jelly of your choice
• Canola oil for frying
• Extra sugar for coating

Directions:
1. Combine yeast, 2 tablespoons of sugar and the milk. Let sit to 

make sure it bubbles. Then, sift the flour and mix it with the 
remaining 2 tablespoons of sugar, salt, cinnamon, egg yolks 
and yeast mixture.

2. Knead the dough until it forms a ball. Add butter until well 
absorbed. Cover with a towel and allow dough to rise overnight 
in the refrigerator. Roll out the dough to a thickness of ⅛ inch.

3. Cut out the dough into 24 rounds with a glass or bowl. Place 
½ teaspoon of preserves in the center of half the rounds. Top 
with a round of dough (as if to make mini sandwiches). Close 
the edges with egg white, crimping firmly to seal. Let rise for 30 
minutes.

4. Heat about 2 inches of oil to about 375° F, frying about 
5 doughnuts at a time. Drain on paper towels. Roll fresh 
doughnuts in sugar.

Makes 12 Sufganiyot.

APPLESAUCE
Ingredients:
• 6 apples (2 Golden 

Delicious, 2 McIntosh, 2 
Granny Smith), peeled and 
cut into wedges

• Juice of half of 1 lemon
• 1 cup apple cider
• 2 Tbsp. granulated sugar
• 1 Tbsp. brown sugar

Directions:
1. Place all ingredients into a 

saucepan. 
2. Bring to a boil and simmer 

for 15 minutes or until soft. 
3. Remove the pan from the 

heat. 
4. Mash the mixture with a 

fork and leave chunky. 
Serving suggestion: Allow 
to cool, then serve with your 
potato latkes.
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VIRTUAL IN-PERSON

A Theology  
for Our Time
Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman’s 
Open Letters to His Students

In March of 2020, Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman began to write a series of open letters to his 
students on varied topics including: Jewish food, sin, Freud, democracy in America, and the 
theology of Covid-19. His writing gave the Jewish world the words it needed to unpack the 
physical and spiritual pandemonium happening. What unfolded from his letters – which he 
still continues to write— is a Jewish theology for our day from a Jewish prophet and sage of 
our time. Join Rabbi Josh Franklin for a class unpacking and discussing these letters, and 
the issues that they address. 

January 2

Rabbi Joshua Franklin

December 5

December 12

MONDAYS | 4:00pm
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Join Rabbi Debra Stein for an opportunity to delve into an interesting book, expand your 
thinking on a new topic or just meet new friends in the neighborhood. Whether you’re 
an avid reader or just want to follow along with the group, our book club welcomes you!

Keep your eyes open for the January Book Club title, as we continue to read and enjoy 
some of our favorite books with one another. Each book club session is one hour of 
fascinating discussions on the book of the month. If you would like to volunteer a book 
title or like to run the group, please reach out to cantor@jcoh.org.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 | 4:00pm

An intimate memoir from a founding editor of Ms. magazine who 
grew up in a Jewish immigrant family mired in secrets, haunted by 
their dread of shame and stigma, determined to hide their every 
imperfection—and in denial or despair when they couldn’t. 

SHANDA BY LETTY COTTIN POGREBIN
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 | 4:00pm

Register at jcoh.org/bookclub

BOOK CLUB 
WITH RABBI DEBRA STEIN, CANTOR

VIRTUAL IN-PERSON

Save the date for Book Club in January
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PARTNERS AGAINST HUNGER
“Is this the fast I have chosen?” –Isaiah

Our local food pantries need our help.  
It is always the right time to help others, 
now more than ever.

As we pause for reflection over the holidays,  
we must remember those in our community 
who suffer from food insecurity.

Hunger is real, even in the Hamptons.

When you go food shopping, we ask that 
you consider picking up one or two non-
perishable items for donation.

Donations may be left on our front porch.

Help to answer the call to feed the hungry 
during this time.

with Rebbetzin Stephanie Whitehorn

Come learn to take your challah to the next level 

with Rebbetzin Stephanie Whitehorn, creator of 

Whitehorn Challah. You’ll learn basics, as well as 

tips and tricks to making the best challah, and 

take home a fresh challah for Shabbat.

Space is limited. This event is reserved for JCOH members.

DECEMBER 2  &  JA N UA RY 6  AT  11 A M
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Terri & Paul Levin 
in honor of Shabbat on the Beach
Mutaamba Maasha
Lesann McEnroe
Bruce Saber
Carol Wenig
Diane & Steve Wiener 
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Gabby Oster
Nancy & Joel Wintner

GENERAL  
DONATIONS

Rodina Booker

Jane Brody

Michael Federman

Norman Fryman 
in memory of Tracy Leiweke

Roger & Gloria Lang

Holly Minott 
in honor of Rabbi Joshua Franklin

RABBI JOSHUA FRANKLIN’S 
DISCRETIONARY

Kenneth Gilman 
in memory of Julius Gilman
Martin Gershon &  
Marilyn Goldstein 
in memory of Jules Gershon
Roger & Gloria Lang  
in memory of Henry & Claire Lang
Judith Sleed 
in memory of Thomas Weinberger
Stanley & Elaine Weiss 
in memory of Martha Usdin

YAHRZEIT  
DONATIONS

Leonard Ackerman
Stephen & Caroline Adler
Jill & Bob Bodian
Elliot & Barbara Cooperstone
Joel & Jayne Freedman
Woody Heller & Beth Gordon
Linda Heller-Kamm
Stephen & Barbara Heyman
Stuart Kahn
Anita Klempner
Wayne & Suzanne Maggin
Holly Minott
Adam Morvitz
Goldman Sachs
Harry Katz & Bryna Sanger
Charlotte & Bruce Sasso
Steven & Lauren Schwartz
Rana & L.David Silver
Marc & Diane Spilker
Barbara Toll
Jeffrey & Eileen Warner
Celeste & Jeffrey Wecker
Stanley & Elaine Weiss
Sara Beth Zivitz

HIGH HOLY DAYS  
APPEAL

Barbara Katz

Roger & Gloria Lang

Charlotte Markowitz 
in memory of Bernard 
Shimmerman

Joel Miller

Barbara York 
in memory of Alan & Claire York 
and David & Ella Fisher

RABBI DEBRA STEIN’S 
DISCRETIONARY

BENEFITS OF GIVING IN 2022
Your generous donations support our virtual and in-person experiences and enable us to 
sustain and grow our wonderful community in prayer, music, education, and social action. Help 
us continue to carry out the mission of being a beacon of Judaism not only to our members, 
but to all those who wish to join us. There are many ways to give. We have important funds and 
areas of interest that need your support.

• Inscribe a Donald and Barbara Zucker Patio stone.

• Honor a loved one’s memory with a memorial pew or Yahrzeit plaque.

• Dedicate a High Holy Day prayer book.

• Recommend a gift from a donor advised fund.

• Ensure your name remains as a legacy for future generations by making a planned gift.

To donate, visit our website at jcoh.org/giving, call us at 631-324-9858, or email Barbara 
Axmacher at baxmacher@jcoh.org.

Thank you for your dedication and commitment to JCOH!
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ALL IN THE FAMILY

Please call the Jewish Center office at 631-324-9858 to let 
us know of any lifecycle events such as joyous occasions, 
illnesses or deaths so that our Rabbi, Cantor, staff, and 
congregation can respond appropriately.

HEALING WISHES

Keeping those who are ill or homebound in our prayers 
is a precious mitzvah. We need your help in helping us 
embrace those who are ill or homebound by calling their 
names in our prayers and lifting our communal and 
individual voices as one.

Caroline Adler

Adina Azarian

Myles Berkman

Fran Bermanzohn

Barbara Braun

Bonnie Cohen

Ellen Deutsch

Nick Epstein

Lauren Feldman

Jerome Ganz

David Gerstein

Gloria Gerstein

Gilbert Harrison

Bill Harts

Nancy Kurz

David Lederman

Pamela Leichter

Richard Lerner

Jennifer Lerner

Irwin Levy

Laurie Malman

Kathryn Night

Edward Pantzer

Henry Rakowski

Ellen Rosengard

Roberta Roth

Daryl Roth

Andrew Sabin

Charlotte Sasso

Scott Schneider

Jonathan Seabolt

Michael Senft

Joshua Smith

James Sprayregen

Catherine Stoll

Stuart Suna

George Targownik

Scott Vayer

Heidi Vayer

Jennifer Zeckendorf

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
YOM HULEDET SAME’ACH

HAPPY 
ANNIVERSARY

Daniel Kenigsberg &  
Susan Blum

Arnold & Mildred Glimcher

Gilbert & Shelley Harrison

Lindsey & David Huntley

Roger & Gloria Lang

Anthony & Pamela Leichter

Michael & Marjorie Loeb

Howard & Allison Lutnick

Michael & Amanda Salzhauer

Charlotte Klein Sasso &  
Bruce Sasso

Jack & Jodi Wasserman

Stanley & Elaine Weiss

Toni Somerstein
Dick Stern

Seth Tabor
June Yohay

If you would like the name of your loved one on our list, please email office@jcoh.org or call 631-324-9858.

HEALING LIST
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IN MEMORIAM

YAHRZEITS

Karen Abbate
Ruth Kremer Adrian
Evelyn G. Aronowitz
Sylvia Connie Atkins
Marvin Philip Auerbach
Carol Epstein Berkman
Jerome H. Berkowitz
Irving Berman
Bernice Blader
Diane Cohen
Hortense Cohen
M. Gerald Cohen
Albert Cohn
William Cooper
Ibrahim Albert Dabah
Edward Danien
Malcolm Davis
Ethel Klein Delsener
Caroline Dessner
Joshua Samuel Deutsch
Samuel Eisner
Lillian Elkowitz
Harold Etkin
Fannie Lulla Falk
Benjamin Falk
Dora Fein
Ellen Frank
Blanche Frankfurt
Marianne Goldstein

Marcia Gordon
Howard Mark Harnick
Arnold Helfand
Philip B. Herman
Stephanie Charlotte Hersh
Jack Hersh
Violette Hillel
Morris Hoffman
Harvey Horowitz
Betty Joy Jaffe
Helen Joseph
Celia Katz
Charles Kinglsey
Isadore Kolodney
Seymour Kramer
Henry Lang
Sam Latner
Candy Latter
Mildred Lev
Annette Melva Leve
Samuel Lewis
Hyman Lieberman
Marshall Loeb
Thelma Marmon
Victoria Matza
Connie Mazzilli
Moshe David Meisler
Felice Neuwirth
Benjamin Ouakrat

Walter Peters
Solomon Pickholz
Towa Piontowski
David Plesser
Martin Popofsky
Larry Dominus Reavis
Solomon Richer
Robert Royle
Sonia Rubinstein
Jack Angelis Russell
Melvin J. Sandler
Diane Sanger
Oscar Schleiff
Frank Schlesinger
Zig Schmitt
Jerome Seiden
Ben Senft
Mollie Senft
Judith Shafran
Edward G. Shufro
Esther Spear
Joan Tager
Gertrude Rappaport Testa
Madeleine Weil
Samuel White
Allan Paul White
Izhak Yardeni
Bernard Zises

David Senft
Freida Meisler
Leonard Yohay
Robert Vincent O’Neil
Sheila Hoffman-Bialek
Harold Becker
Fillmore Peltz
Melvin Kraus
Michael Jablow
Morton Lloyd Janklow
Alvin Corwin

Lawrence Epstein
Barbara Lynn Weinman
Sandy Gross
Erna Tatarka
Shlomo Piontkowski
Penny Lieberman
Anton Martinez
Alice Netter
Bernice Suna
Judy Zecker
Steven Schnall

Melissa Bank
Harvey Silverman
Rabbi Myron Fenster
Elaine Saber
Susan Solomon
Joanne Crown
Samantha Ginsburg Myers
Doris Bresnick
Fern Schwaber
Yael Zurdar
John Daniels
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